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les Tupper by the use of a public car, at the
public cost, to enable him all the better to
defeat the candidate of the opposite party.
He is using public funds and public property

for partisan purposes. It is no new thing|

for him. In the election of 1891, when High

~Commissioner on full pay, he came to Can-
‘ada, and drawing his pay and allowances as
High Commissioner in L.ondon, he used the
pubile official car on our railways ; he used
his time, which belonged to the public as
High Commissioner in London ; he used his
influence, all of which the publie hired him
to use in their service as High Commissioner.
for partisan purposes in Canada. He is re-
peating that course now. Although he is
said to be not receiving his pay as High
Commissioner, no doubt his allowances are
going on as in 1883-4. I do not think this
course of action should be allowed to go
without protest, as it was in 1891, On that
occasion the election came after the session
and there was no opportunity to protest till
it was over. But now, when the House is
sittfng, I cannot allow this unfair and im-
proper use of public property and public
funds to pass without entering my protest
against it. In order to allow Ministers or
other members to make any observations
they please on the subject, I move the ad-
journment of the House.

Motion negatived.
SUPPLY—-THE BUDGIT.

Mr. FOSTER moved that the House again
resolve itself into Committee of Supply. He
said : Mr. Speaker, the House will remember
that the Budget speech was delivered last
year at a rather late period. namely, on 3rd
May, being so short a time before the expiry
of the then current year that it was possible
to detail the course of financial eventis of
that year with pretty considerable accuracy,
and to that extent the exposition for the pre-
sent year will lose somewhat in interest
to those who have followed the course of
events as described in my last Budget
speech. It will be remembered that last
year at that date I estimated the rev-
enue that would be derived at $33.800.000.
arriving at that figure by estimating for a
betterment in the period elapsing Dbetween
20th April-and 30th June of that year over
the corresponding period in the preceding
vear of $419.724. I remember'that my hon.
friend opposite took exception to and ques-
tioned the reliability of the estimate; but I
am happy to inform him and the House that
I was within the mark, and that the improve-

ment which did accerue was greater than’

that I had estimated, and reached the sum
of $3597,851. This revenue was made up
from Customs $17,640.466, being a diminution
to the amount of $1,557,648 from the Customs
receipts of the preceding year; Excise
amounting to $7,805,732, a decrease of $575,-
356 from the preceding year, and miscella-
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neous receipts coming up to $8,531,930, or a
diminution of $263,559 from the receipts of
the preceding year, so far as that item is
concerned. The whole falling off in the
revenue of 1894-95, as compared with the
preceding year, was therefore $2,396,563.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What
date dxd the Flench Treaty come into opera-
tion %

Mr. FOSTER. About May, if I recollect
rightly. The imports for home consumption
for 189495 show a decrease of $7.841,472,
and the exports have decreased $3, 886-
146. The decrease in exports, the
produce of Canada, is $1,076.758, as com-
pared with the previous year. There is,
further, this fact to be noted, a similar
fact to which has existed only once,
I think, since confederation. It is that the
exports from Canada last year exceeded
its imports by $2,857,121 ; although the
average of the excess of imports over ex-
ports from confederation up to the enli of
that vear was $18,740,063. Whatever there
may be in what is known as the ‘‘ balanee
of trade,” other circumstances being equal,
the fact that there was last year an excess
of exports over imports is a fact which is to
be placed to the credit of Canada, and is so
much gain to the general business inter-
ests. With reference to, in the first place,
the customs duties, there was a reduction
as compared with the preceding year, in a
large proportion of the articles of import,
a reduction which extended pretty gener-
ally over the whole range. The following
statement will show the reduction in import
duties as compared with 1893-94 :—

REDUCTIONS IN DUTY AS COMPARED WITH

1893-94.
Ale, beer and porter..........ccovnvaannn- $ 16,047
Animals, Hving......c.iiiiiiiiiniiiianne, . 7,032
Books, periodicals and other printed mat-

1 7= AU 21,196
Cement ......coiciiiiiiniiiiiiiaiasaannn 9,921
Drugs, dyes, chemiecals and medicines.... 76,488
Earthenware and china................... 59,860
Embroideries ........c.civriiiiiininnnnnn 21,274
Fancy 200QS... ... cuvuireneneennnennncnnnns 45,633
Fish and products of..................... 14,679
Flax, hemp and jute, manufactures of. . 14,521
Fruits and nuts, dried.................... 52,664

do do =3 =Y- | SR 14,708
Furs and manufactures of...........ov... 22,90L
Glass and R+ {+ SRR 25,773
Gloves and mitts............c.iiiiiniia.. 12,062
Gutta percha and India rubber; manufac-

tUres Of..c..iiiieiiniinennnonnneannennns . 34,342
Iron and ste:l and manufactures of....... 509,010
Qils, coal and kerosene, and products of.. 60,358

do do all other, N.E.S.. 35,918
Oil-cloth ........c.ciiiieinnannn. seeeenaaa. 16,214
PackagesS ......occviiiiininnccnennnnnnnnas 11,809
Paints and colours........................ 14,114
Paper and manufactures of............... 26,606
Provisions, viz. : butter, cheese, lard and . ‘

11T R AR 42,553
Silk, MANULACLUTES Of e vvnnernnnnnnnnnnnn. 66,979
Spirits and wines.............ciuia..L, 295 85T
Te8 ceevvevrenrnenns e tetecctireeearesn.as . 11,466
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TODACSO  teiiiieriernirensascassesscnsassan $ 24,311 , Gold and silver, manufactures of......... $ 21,620
‘Watches and parts thereof................ 11,567 . Jewellery .......c.ovivuiniiiianninnnnnn. 18,065
Wood and manufactures thereof.......... 134,084 i Leather and manufaztures of............. 39,566
Wool do do .ieiiienne 349,309 ; Printirg pressesé ......................... 22%,%2
3 : . ! Sugar of all kinds................. ..., ,313

As against these decreases, we have to All other dutiable goods.................. 50,422

note an increase of duty on the following
articles :—

INCREASE IN DUTY COMPARED WITH
1893-94.

Arrowroot, biscuit, rice, macaroni, &c... $66,641

When we come to Excise, we find that
there was a decrease in all the articles from
which excise duty is taken, with the single
exception of cigarettes ; and the decrease
in some cases is somewhat large. 'The
following table will show the details of the

Grain of all Kinds....cveeeervereeiennareans 690,851
Carriages .......ccevieieerneerorenananenas 54,515
Coal and COKe...vviiiiveiirrennarroncasnna 33,782
Cotton, manufactures of.......c.c0neveens, 70,7562

EXCISE.—QUANTITIES AND DUTIES.

excise duty, comparing the year 1834 with
! the year 1895 -~ '

Quantity. Quantity. Duty. Duty. Increase. | Decrease.
—_— 1894. 1895. 1894, 1895. 1895, 1895.
$ 3 $ $

Spirits .......... Galls 2,754,607 2,545,054 4,131,387 3,870,752 l............ 260,635

Malt ......0..... Lbs. 51,311,206 50,659,627 950,815 759,929 ............ 190,886

Cigars .......... No 115,392,857 105,528,770 689,184 635,028 1............ 54,156
Cigarettes ...... ue 55,143,560 66,628,449 82,715 99,943 17,228

Tcbacco & snuff. Lbs.| 9,837,084 | 9,568,437 | 2,364,153 | 2267738 [............| 96,415

8,218,254 7,633,390 17,228 602,092

17,228

| 584,864

The total decrease in the duty of excisef

as shown by these returns, amounts to
$584.864. Looking at the per capita con-
sumption of liquors of the varicus Kkinds,
for which a table has been given from con-

federation down, we find that in 1894-95 the

lowest consumption of most of these
articles, per capita, was reached, the con-
sumption of spirits being ‘666 gallons per
head ; of beer, 3-471 gallons per head ; of
wine, a very slight increase in consumption,
amounting to ‘09 gallon per head, and of
tobacce, 2 consumption of 2-183 pounds per
head of the people. Whether that decrease
arises from reasons of economy, or from
change in the ideas of the people with re-
ference to these articles, I am not.here fo
say, probably both reasons have something
to do with it.

EXCISE : CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA.
Pusnunidinsppuiiidudiiiuies ! .u' ..__!\ ‘ . =
Average. iSpirits.| Beer. ‘Il Wine.l‘Tobac’o.
T Gails. | Galls. | Galls. | Lbs.
From 1867....... 1-052 3-069 ‘141 2-176
For 1893-9%4...... 742 3722 082 2-264
For 1894-95...... 666 3-471 090 2-163

In miscellaneous receipts there has been,
as I said, a falling off of $263,559.
But this is to be noted, and it is a fact
worth noting, that aithough the receipts fell
off that much in 1894-95, yet the receipts
from these sources were greater in 1894-95
than in any other year since confederation,
with the exception of 1893 and 1894.

~ Mr. FOSTER.

. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Just
. pardon me. In the miscellaneous receipts,
| I suppose you include all not received from
. the four great sources of revenue. -

L Mr. FOSTER. Yes, they are really the
- earnings. The revenue from that source
;now in 189495, is one-fourth of the
total revenue accrued, and one-half mil-
: ion dollars more, than what
| these receipts reached in 1878-79. The
;average of these miscellaneous receipts
: from 1890 to 1895 was $8.583,107. The aver-
;age of the five preceding years was $7,842,-

reat¥l

365 So that I may say generally that
i there has been a continuous and steady in-

. crease in these sources of revenue during
tthe whole period. The total revenue re-
. ceived during the year is the smallest that
+has been received since 1885-86. The cus-
; toms revenue is the smallest that has ae-
i crued since 1879-80—smaller by 614 millions
iof dollars than it was in 1889-90, when the
large diminution in duties made during the
i last five years commenced.

The per capita rate of customs collections
from 1874 to 1878, including both years,
was an average of $3.44 per head of the
people. The rate in 1874-75 was $3.95 per
head of the people. In 183495 it was $3.52
per head, that is, only 8 cents per head
greater than the average of the period from
11[8174 ?ix 1878 inclusive, and 43 cents less
than the per capita customs taxati
1874-75. | sen n

Taken in connection with that, and illus-
trating to a certain extent the difference
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that exists between the two Administra-
tions in the collection of revenues as regards
the incidence of taxation, this may be noted
—that the excise revenue is now nearly twice
what it was in 1879-80 ; that it has been ex-
ceeded only three times since that period—
namely, in 1892, 1823, and 1834 : that the
excise revenue in 1877-78 was $1.19 per head
of the people, and in 1894-95, $1.53 per head ;
that from 1874 to 1878 inclusive, it aver-
aged $1.32 per head, while from 1891 to 1895
it averaged $1.59 per head, or 27 cents per
head more than the average per capita from
1874 to 1878. As this excise taxation is to
a large extent what may be called voluntary
taxation, its higher rates and the larger
amount accruing from it are to be consider-
ed together with the fact that the rate of
customs taxation has been at the same time
reduced as I have stated, attaining the low
figure which it did in 1894-95. These two
facts, taken into consideration together
show the difference which I have stated
marks the taxation as between the two Ad-
ministrations. A

In speaking of miscellanecus receipts, 1t
might be interesting to the House to know
in what the decline, small though it was,
took place. The following are the items :—

Post Ofice.....c.cvivieninnennnnn $ 16,551
Public Worl?s including railways. 111,056
Casual .......cciiieiiiininennnnn 112,796
Premium, discount and exchange. 132,195

Dominion Lands.................. 42,226

The gains in miscellaneous receipts were as
follows :—

Interest on investments.......... $118,237
Patents ...ciiiiiiiiiieiieiieeeaas 11,439
Fines and forfeitures............ 10,129
Penitentiaries ..............0..... 13,461
FisherieS ..ovveeverinrnnennnernnns 15,797

Coming now to the expenditure for 1894-95,
it was estimated on the 3rd of May, last
yvear, that the expenditure might be set at
the sum of $38,200,000. In doing that I an-
ticipated 2 decrease of $184, 134 from tihe
20th of April of last year, as compared with
the same period of the preceding year. But,
by the exercise of strict supervision, that
sum was made larger, amounting in the end
to $352,108 : so that the actual expenditure
was brought down fo $38,132,000, being
about $170,000 below the estimate I made on
the 3rd of May. |

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I do
not want to interrupt the hon. gentlemar
unnecessarily ; but as we have only had the
Auditor General’s Report in our hands for
a day, perhaps the hon. gentleman could
state from recollection whether the extra ex-
penses of Parliament after the 1st of July
are charged to last year or to this year ? ?

Mr. FOSTER. Those after the 1st of July
would be charged to the current year.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. There
would be a difficulty, then. The indemni-
ties, I suppose, would not be paid until after

3114

that time, so that, unless the hon. gentlemnan
had drawn in advance, a good deal would be
charged to this year instead of to last year.

Mr. FOSTER. I would not like to vouch
that the indemnities were all left till the
session was over.

The increase in expenditure for 1894-85
over the preceding year was, therefore, $546,-
€79. This increase may be explained by the
following observations. The charges on
debt, which, of course, are fixed charges, and
the increased subsidies to provinces, which
are also fixed, amounted to $393,545, and
there were extraordinary expenditures under
militia. which properly should be called cap-
ital expenditures, but which were paid out
of the consolidated fund. These three items
together made up the whole increase in the
expenditure of 1894-95 over that of 1893-94.
The expenditure of last year, amounting to
838,132,000, was one of the largest expen-
ditures we have had. We find, however,
that for the last eight years the expendi-
tures out of consclidated revenue fund have
been remarkably steady. In 1887-88 the ex-
penditure was £36,718,494. The average of the
eight years from that time up to the end of
last year was $36.908.862, or less than $200,-
320 greater than the expenditure of 1887-88.
The facts that the charges on the debt have
largely increased during that period, as the
debt is much larger, ihat the subsidies to
provinces have been increased by over $300,-
(00 under the decennial arrangement; and
that the amount laid up in sinking fund
has increased each year, show to the House
that the expenditures of the country during
these eight years have been kept pretty
nearly upon a steady basis of about $37,-
000,000 per year.

The expenditure in 1894-95 amounted to
$38.132,005, and the revenue came up to
233,978,129, leaving a deficit of $4,153,875.
Of course, in looking at that deficit, we
must remember that $2,002,311 is accounted
fer by the amount which is laid up in the
sinking fund—a provision, of course, against’
debt at the maturity of the loan. So that
the real result of last year’s operations,
sc far as the consolidated revenue expendi-
tures are concerned, is that out of revenue
w® paid the ordinary expenses of the coun-
try and laid up $2,002,311 in the sinking

i fund against the debt, and that the defieit,

but for this payment would have been only
$2,151,564. The deficit then amounis to
$4.153,875, which is less by about $350,-
000 than I anticipated on the 3rd of
May last year. Adding to that the .
deficit in 1893-94, the two make up a total
of $5,364,207. TLese are the deficits for the
two years succeeding surpluses in the other
three years of the pariiamentary term.
Against thosg two combined deficits of $3,-
364,207, we must recollect that last year the
saving to .the people in taxation, which
was remitted, and which would otherwise
have acerued upon sugar alone, amounted
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to $5,475.000, or a little more than the de-
ficits of 1894-95 and 1893-94 added together.
This means simply that if the Government
had not relieved the people of that taxation
on raw sugar, it would have gathered suffi-
cient revenue to meet all the expenditures
of the country and have left besides a slight
surplus of one or two hundred thousand dol-
lars in the Treasury.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Assuming the im-
portations to have been the same.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes. There is a margin
left for considerably less importation, but
the price of sugar is so low at present, and
has been for a number of years. that the
amount of added taxation which would
have been placed upon it would not have
acted very largely as a bar upon the con-
sumption of sugar in this country.

It is very well. however, to take into ac-
count. when we are speaking of deficits, the
five vears period when hon. gentlemen were
in power, and compare that with the five
years period which has just closed, in order
‘to refresh the mind of the House and the
ccuntry as to the relative position of affairs.
From 1890 to 1895, which was the period
of the hard times and business depression we
‘have passed through under the present Ad-
ministration, there have been deficits of
$5.364.207 and surpluses of $3,746,276, leav-
ing a net deficit of $1,617.931. In the period
from 1874 te 1879. there were deficits
amounting to $6.426958 and surpluses
amounting to $935.644, leaving a net deficit
of $5.491,314. And it is necessary for me
to draw attention of hon. gentlemen this
year again to the fact that aithough the net
deficit in that period, under hon. gentlemen
opposite, was five and a half million dollars,
they remitted no taxation but laid on extra
taxation : while in the period during which
the net deficit. under the present Adminis-
tration, amounted to one and a half million
dollars, we relieved the people. in sugar
taxation alone, of upwards of $19.000,0600 of
taxes.

Coming to capital expenditure. we find
that 189495 compares with 189394 as fol-
lows :—

1893-94.

1894-95.
Railways and Canals....... $2,829,088  $3.612,913
Public Works......cvvneeuee 102,342 102,058
Dominion Lands............ 99,842 149,146
Total....ooeevrnn. ... $3,031,322  $3,864,117

Being a reduction in 1804-95 in expenditure
on capital account of $832,795 as compared
with 1883-84.

Railway subsidies paid amounted to $1.-
310,549 in 1894-95, as against $1,229,335 in
the preceding year, so that the total capital
expenditure, including railrcad subsidies,
was $4.341,871 in 1894-85 as compared with
$5,004,002 in 1893-94. There was, therefore,
a decrease in ecapital expenditure, including
railway subsidies, of $752,131, and an in-
crease in expenditure under the consolidated

Mr. FOSTER.

fund of $£346.979. as I have before mentioned,
so that in the total expenditure of the coun-
try, there was a net decrease of $205,152
compared with the preceding year.

Coming to the debt, we find that the net
debt on the 30th June. 1894, was $246,183,-
029. When we add together the capital ex-
penditure in-1894-95 of $4.341,871 and char-
zes on the loan of $399,199—being mainly
the discount on the loan—and the deficit of
£4.153875 and a small consolidated fund
transfer——

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What is
that consolidated fund transfer ?

Mr. FOSTER. It is a mere matter
of account., $94—the total amounts to $8.-
805,042, Taking the sinking fund. $2.-
002,311 and $833 refund, and subtracting
that from the total. we have $£6.891.897 as
the net addition to the debt, making a net
debt on the 30th Jume, 1895, of £253.074,927.
The statement tabulated is as follows :—

DEBT.

Additional, 1894-95.

Capital Expenditure......... $4,341,871
Charges, Loaa Management. 399,19%
Deficit 4,153,875
Cons. Fund Transfer........ 94

......................

Total.....ovveieeinnanenns
Less—Sinking Fund......... 2,002,311
Refund 833

$ 2,003,144

$ S,895,042

...............

6,891,897

Net Debt, 30th June, 1894............ 246,183,029

Net Debt, 30th June, 18%5...... e $253,074,927

The increase then im debt for the period
from 1890 to 1895, inclusive. is $15.544.885,
or an average of $2.590,814 per year.
We find that, during that period, we have
spent on capital account the following
sums :(—On canals, $11,319,379 ; on the In-
tercolonial Railway and connecting roads,
$4.918,781 ; on the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, $754,145. a total of $16,992,308, which
more than offsets the addition to the debt.
We have also paid in railway subsidies In
these years $7,543,945. So that, in calcu-
lating the addition to the debt, and apprais-
ing it at its true value, the country must
simply ask itself whether or not the deepen-
ing and widening and finishing of the canals,
the expansion and completion of the Inter-
colonial Railway and its connected railways,
and the railway subsidies which have been
instrumental in increasing the railroad and
consequently the commercial facilities of the
country, are a sufficient offset. If they are,
the addition to the debt is fully justified ;
and, iz my opinion, it is fully justified.
But the real standard by which to judge the
increase of the debt is the amount of inter-
est which is required each year to carry it.
The' following remarks may be of interest
in that econnection. The net interest on the
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debt in 1887-88 was $8,891,288. The awr-i Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The state-
age from that time to 1895, a period of elght ment furnished me by the hon. gentleman,
Yyears, was $8,784,452, which is $106,000 less ; for which I am obliged te him, shows, up
than the amount paid in 1887-88, the reason, | to the 20th January, 1896, an expenditure
of course, being the lower rate of interest. ;of $18.902.000. I can send the statement

In 15.)«1—99 the mterebt paid was $9,330,247.
The interest per capita of the people paid :
in 1887-88 was $1.90; in 189495 it was
$1.83. So we see that the incidence of

the interest charged upon the people was

less heavy by 7 cents per head ir 1894-95
than in 1887-88. Coming to the expenditure
and revenue for 1895-96, ihe year is not sutli-
ciently advanced. of course,

tell what may
which are still to run, so far as commercial
disturbances and the general course of trade |
are concerned. But. knowing what was ex-
pected and what has accrued up to the
present time, and making an estimate as |
nearly as one can for the remaining period, |
I arrive at the following results :—-The re- |
venue, up to 20th January, 1895, was $18,-
080,197. The expenditure for the same;
period was $19,833.309. From the 20th Janu- |
ary, 1895, to the 30th June, 1895, the revenue :
accrued amounted to $15,897.931. The ex-
penditure in the same period was $18,208.-
605. For the present year, the revenue up |
to 20th January amounted to $19,560.174. a |
betterment of about $1,500,000. The com-
parative expenditure for the same period |
amounted to $19,302,244, a decrease of
about $5330,000. From the 20th Janu-
ary, 1886, to the 30th June, 1896,
estimate a revenue to accrue of :pl.
439,826. In order that this may be realiz-
ed it will be necessary that the course._ of
trade shall show progressive increase and
development compared with the preceding
portion of the year for which the revenue
has actually accrued. If that estimate
proves correct, there wiil be for the current
year a revenue. in the gross, of about $37.-
©000,000. Coming to the expenditure, 1 find
that up to the 20th January, 1896, there has
been an expenditure for the current year of
$19,302.244, as I have stated.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. 'That
differs from: the statement the hon. gentle-
man was good enough to send me.

Mr. FOSTER. This is up to the
_ January.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The state-
ment furnished me does not agree with the
hon. gentleman’s figures. - There is a dis-
crepancy for the same period of several
‘hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Mr. FOSTER. I am confident that the
figure 1 have stated is correct.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I hope
then that the hon. gentleman will send me
an amended statement.

Mr. FOSTER. There may be some erver
in the figures.

20th

to enable me to .
make estimates with certainty. No one can |
happen in the five months |

‘across to the hon. gentleman so that he may
see,

f Mr. FOSTER. I am satisfied that the
! statement I have is correct.

I Sir AICHARD CARTWRIGHT. No
“doubt. 1 am merely calling the hon. gentle-

"man's attention to the fact that there is a
discrepancy.

Mr. FOSTER. The estimated expenditure
' from the 20th January, 1896, to the end of
. the fiscal year is $17,697,756. This, with the
i expe nditure alre.xdy accrued, will give a
| total expenditure in round numbers of $37,-
1000.000. So that, on these estimates, the
' revenue and expenditure for the current
i year will about balance. There may be a

i little difference one way or the other. and,
1of course, the estimate, covering so long a
i period, may not be quite correct. But 1
| think. on the whole, I am safe in saying
| that there will be no very great discrepancy
n between the revenue and e\pendxture for the
| current year 1895-96. That is to say, we
! have passed through the period of commer-
uml depression, we have turned the coraer
i of which I spoke last year, concerning my
' estimate of which, I fear, from the remarks
! that were made at that time, I did not in-
{sp:re confidence in the minds of my hon.
i friends opposite. But events since that
i time and the course of business for the
vear thus far, have proven my forecast to
ibe, in the main, entirely correct. X
think we can say, then, that we have pass-
ed through the period of commercial depres-
sion ; that times are better ;: that trade is
plckmg up ; and that from this period and
for succeedmg years we may consider that
the time of deficits is over for the present
administration. and that the time of sur-
pluses is approachm" again. I never ex-
pected to convince my hon. friend, who
shakes his head. Even time can scarcely
i do that.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Then I
understand the hon. gentleman to say that
'in this ealenlation which he has submitted,
and to which, of course, I do not expect
him to pledge himself, he counts on an in-
crease for the next five months ?

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, I count on that, as I
stated. In regard to capital expenditure for
1883-96 up to the present time, there has
been an expenditure on railways and canals,
public works, Dominion lands, and railway
subsidies, $2.391,866; and from the 20th
January to 30th June, the estimate for these
services is $1,690.000. The expenditure on.
capital account up to the 20th January, is
less by $225,651 than was expended on that
peried last year. Adding together what has
been already expended, and the. estimato fot:
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the succeeding months of the year, the cap-
ital expenditure will amount to aboui $4,-
100,000. 1f that estimate is carried out, as I -
think. it will be, we shall have, taking away -
the sinking fund of $2,070,000, which will
be about the same this year, an increase
to the debt in the current year of about:
$2,000,000, in recund numbers. With refer-
ence to the expenditure and revenues for
1836-97, we are too far removed from that
period to make any estimate which can be -
at all reliable, and I shall not attempt it.
With reference to the expenditures. hon.’
gentlemen have had the Estimates for this
year laid before them, and will find that
the expenditures total, as estimated for,
$38.250,000 or therecabouis. The inereases
over the preceding year are, in some cases.
qQuite large, and the larger ones I shall read
to the House. Interest, sinking fund."
premium and discounts, show an increase -
of §£250.983, the total sum estimated for:
these purposes being in the neighbourhood '
of £13.000.000 i round numbers.

The Public Works estimate of last year
was reduced to about $1.500,000. There is
an increase of ¥247.270 in that. Indians -
show an increase of £80,263. The vote for:
Indians was also raduced last year, and the
§80.000 of increase is chiefly, as I under-
stand., for the establishment and mainten--
ance of schools. The North-west Mounted
Police show an increase of $£30,000 in the .
vote. That $30,000 is to meet the expenses :
incurred by the establishment of a post on:
the Yukon river, from which. however, a-
considerable revenue is expected. which will .
go. I hope, far to meet the added cost of -
placing there a detachment of the Mounted |
Police, and of bringing the reign of law and:
order into force there, as it has so effectu-:
ally been done in the other parts of the!
North-west Territories.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Will the
hon. gentleman pardon me for one instant ?
I did not observe that he made any state-
mert as to whether he expected to bring!
down any supplemental Estimates for the:
service of the present year.

Mr. FOSTER. There will be a supple-;
mental estimate, though not a large one. |

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
know we ought to have that, if you
possibly give it.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, and we should have |
had more Supply the other night, but we!
did not get it. In Customs, the increase |
for the mext year is $25,095; but when it !
is taken into account that last year the cut
in the Estimates for Customs was about
$50,000, the increase this year will not seem
‘large. In the Post Office, we have an in-
creased estimate of $240,780, which is a
'large increase. The demands for the cpen-
ing up of new lines, and for greater fre-
quency and greater thoroughness in the de-
livery and despatch of mails, are continu-

Mr. FOSTER.

You 5
can |

ally pressing upon the Post Office Depart-
ment, and a large expenditure has neces-
sarily to be made if we are to keep at all
even with the requirements of the times,

-which we are boeund to do. There is now a

deficit of somewhere near $800,000 between
the total receipts and the total expenditures
of our post office service : and this, I fear,
makes the time somewhat distant when,
what otherwise might bhe fairly asked fer,
can be granted, that is, a reduction upon
the rates of postage in this country. Con-
sidering the large extent of country. the
sparseness of the population. and the great
expense necessarily imposed for earrying
letters and papers in our North-west and in
other parts of the country, there is no doubt
that the carriage of letters, newspapers and
parcels in this country, is cheaper, for the
population, than you would probably find
it in any other country in the world.

In the Militia Estimates there has been
an increase of {247.270 over last year’s
vote. For a number of years, only a por-
tion of the active militia have been called
out for drill each year. and this consequent-
Iy left the whole force to be drilled only
once in two years. It may have been that
there was the same necessity in preceding
years for drilling the whole force, as in this
vear ; but recent events have brought the
lesson a little closer and nearer home to us,
and the Government has come to the deci-
sion that. for the present, and we hope for
each vear after this, the rural militia will
all be called cut for drill during each year.
It is largely for this purpose that the increase
of $247.270 has been made in the Estimates,
although the appropriation also stands for
better equipment and accoutrements. and
clothing and the like of that, for the militia
force. No part of this sum, however, is to

. be devoted to the arming of the militia with
. new rifles, or for whatever else may he con-
: sidered necessary to be done in the way of
- equipment, and strengthening the defences
. of the country. For that purpose, a special

credit will be asked for later, but the sum
is too large to allow its being taken out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Now, we may be ‘met by objectors of
two or three classes to an inerease of this

i vote for this purpose, at the present time.

There is one class of people who believe,
or affect to believe, that any more than an

i ordinary expenditure upon the militia force

of Canada at the present time, might be in-
terpreted to the disadvantage of Canada as
regards its relations with the United States,
as implying a hostile demonstration thereto.
There is another class of people, and I be-
lieve a very small class, in this country, who
do not think it worth while that the militia

. of this country should be put in that forward

state of efficlency, as they may believe that
it would not be the worst of calamities if,
after all, this country were quietly and
peaceably to merge itself with the country
to the south of us. The Government, how-
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ever, does not believe with either of these
small classes of objectors in our country ; it
does believe that at the present time, and
under the present circumstances, increased
efficiency is both necessary and prudent.
We take this step, not with any feeling
of hostility to any country under the sun,
not with any wish for war or bloodshed,
but with the highest and strongest hopes
for the continuation of those blessings of

peace in the future, which have been
so0 long the 1lot of this country in
its relations with the TUnited States

of America, and with other -countries.
But I think we canrot forget that here we
have an heritage, the accumulated wealth
of which is very large at present, and the
accumulations of wealth of which in the
future are alimost illimitable : that we have a
country and institutions which are worth the
sternest and strongest defence that can be
given to them, and that Govermment and
Parliament would not be doing its duty to
the great trnst it has reposed in it if it
refused or neglected to place into the hands
of its citizenship means of defence and ade-
quate means of resistance to any armed in-
vasion were it unfortunately to come upon
us. More than that. Mr. Speaker, by birth,
by adoption, by the enjoyment of ample
freedom. by the long possession of good gov-
ernment, the people of this country. whe-
ther French-speaking or English-speaking,
all the people, I think. of this country
have their convictions continually form-
ing and strengthening in the line of what I
may call the great centripetal forces which
in this country, in Australasia, in all the de-
pendencies and colonies of Great Britain are
tending to marshal the outlying dependencies
of the Empire around the common centre of
- power and life. And if Canada is to be-
come. as it must become. one member. an:d
a very important member, of that great
unity, it is well that in addition te the other
sacrifices we have made, the other moneys
we have spent to make Canada a strong part
of the Empire, who should also make pro-
per provision for the equipment of our
militia for the defence of our country, a
provision which. while it is not open to
the charge of extravagance, will certainly
go 8o far as is reasonable to meet the de-
mands of adequacy.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Are you
prépared to state how much ?

Mr. FOSTER. Not at present.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I think
the hon. genileman should state te the
House, on the occasion of his Budget speech,
how much is required.

; Mr. FOSTER. That will be stated before
ong.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Before the
Budget debate closes, I hope. We ought
to know it.

Mr. FOSTER. The hon. genileman cer
tainly will know it, and the Government wiil
:gxke the House into its confidence in due
ime,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The House
should know it when the hon. gentleman
is stating the expenditures of the country
and the amount of the debt.

Mr. FOSTER. That does not at all fol-
low. It has been the habit ever since this
was-a Parliament to bring down Supple-
mentary Estimates, and the same will take
place this year.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
very bad habit, too.

Mr. FOSTER. Passing away from this
subject, I think I am justified, after the
short review [ have made of the finances
of the past year, in saying that the trying
period of 1S90 and 1895 has passed. The
returns for the last six months of the cur-
rent year show an increase in imports of
X2 500,000, of exports $500.000, making a
betterment of 3,000,000 in the half-year,
The increase of revenue, as I have stated,
amounts to $1.500,000, and the savings of
the people in 1895 as compared with 1894,
show an increase of. £10,500.000. I do not
think I can enforce my view as to the fact
of the improvement of trade in the country
and the faet that we are passing out of
the period of depression more effectively
than by reading an extract which I cut
from the report of the president of the
Board of Trade of Toronto, one of the chief
commercial metropolises of Canada. Its pre-
sident, in his annual address to that board,
made use of the following w ords —

The year 1895 has been for the most part a
vear of quiet racovery from the depression of
1%93-94. The restoration of trade has not beenr
quick, but has gradually been getting better.
Raw materials, which had fallen during 1894 to
the lowest point kpnown for many years, have
risen considerably. Manufacturers in most
branches of trade are fairly well occupied with
orders, and the public returns indicate that the
country is slowly, yet surely, getting over tha.
long depression that for the last few years has
overshadowed every commercial interest. What
is particularly wanted now is confidence in the
future of our country, and belief in its natural
great resources, and determination to develop
every legitimate industry to the fullest possible
extent.

How has the country passed thmugh this
period from 1890-91 to 1894-95 ? It has been
a period of world-wide commercial depres-
sion, a depression which has affected this
country as it has other countries. but to
my mind, in far less degree, and for cer-
tain very good reasons. We have come
through this period with a trade $9,500,000

greater in exports and home consumption
imports than that with which we en-
tered it, with exports $17,000,000 larger than
in 18900. We have come through with an
increased debt of $16,000,000, a deficit of

And a
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$1,600,000 net, while at the same time,
as I have stated already, we have
given a customs reduction on raw sugar
alone amcunting to over $19,000,000. Our
savings in that period have increased from
$221.000.000 te $2067,000,000, an increase ot
£46.000.000, or 21 per cent, a notable and
encouraging increase. 'We have come
through that period as few other countries
in the world have come, with increased rail-
way traffic. The operated mileage has in-
creased by 2.700 miles. the passengers car-
ried by 1,100.000 ; freizht carried shows an
increase of 750,000 tons, whilst gross earn-
ings—a notable fact—in 1894-95 were equal
to what they were in 1890-91. We have
come through with increased shipping re-
turns. The tonnage of vessels coming in
and ocut of our ports. net including coasting
vessels. has increased in that period by 640.-
000 tons. and the coasting vessels by 2.-
700.000 tons. We have come through with
our industries well maintained, with em-
ployment very general, and with an almost
total lack of what you might call want and
poverty in this country from one ocean to
the other. ’ :

Have not our industries been well main-
tained ? Let us take one of the most pa-
tent proofs that they have been, namely, the
importation of raw materials. which form
the basis for the work of our industries : -

IMPORTS.—RAW MATERIALS.

Article. 1890. 1895.
Wool ....c.. ceeen... Lbs 8,905,261 7,750,030 -
Cotton. ....covenvenn.. “ 36,625,187 56,924,286
Hides ..covieennnnn. 3 1,712,012 1,950,530
Gutta percha & rubber °* 536,386 739,916
Hemp ..ocvvvnreennnn. Lbs. 774,587 622,396
Lumber, &C...c.c...... 3 897,903 1,485,714
Raw sugar........... Lbs.| 162,469,350/ 345,518,582

The lumber mentioned above is of foreign
product, and is used in the making of furni-
ture and cabinet work of all kinds.
Therefore, so far as the argument from
the imports of raw material goes, my con-
tention is justified that the industries of
this country have been well maintained.
Sir, I may go further and state that not only

have these industries been well maintain-

ed, as is shown by the imports of raw
material for the use in manufacturing, but
there Is anocther test, namely, the export of
manufactured articles. The time has gone
by when pecple can point the finger of
acorn at the exports of the manufactures of
Canada. Small they are, even yet, compar-
ed with some of our exports, but they are
every year increasing, and to-day they form
no inconsiderable amount of the general ex-

ports of the country. The export is as fol-|

lows :—
‘ - 1890. 1895.
‘Export of manufactured = ‘
‘articles................ $5,741,184  $7,768,875

This shows an increase of 35 per cent. That
is the s2cond argument which _goes to show
that our industries have been well main-
tained in this period. We can go a little
further, Sir, and we can peint to the old
industries which have been well kept up,
and that is within the experience snd ob-
servation of every man who sits around
these boards. We can also point to the
establishment of new industries ; one lately

-in the city of Hamilton, at the foot of Lake

Ontario, an industry for the smelting and
manufacture of iron and of steel. and which
to-day. after it has expended $400.000 on
buildings and plant, has a capacity for mak-
ing 200 tons of iron per day. and is now
about to turn out one-half this quantity. and
to turn it all out from Canadian ore, mined
in this country. and handled in this country,
by Canadian labour.

In British Columbia there has been a de-
cided advance in mining work of all kinds,
and a large and remunerative industry is
already established thete, the prospects for
the enlargement of which are most excel-
lent. And the time is not far distant when
British Columbia, from the mountains on
this side, to the Pacific Ocean, will be a
busy hive of industry so far as the work-
ing of minerals and metals is concerned.

The pig iron which has been made in
this country in the period from 1891 to
1895 is 193,000 tons. as against 137.000 tons
manufactured in the preceding five years,
which is a large and notable increase.

Passing from these to the agricultural in-
terests of the country, it is not aflirming too
much, Sir, to say that from 1891 to 1895,
these have shown a gradual, a continued,
and a healthy advance. The home market
has been constantly increasing. The increase
in population itself from 1830 to 1895 has
added ‘to that home market. The increase
of urban population which gathers in cities,
and towns, and villages. and largely gathers
there from the establishment in these
places of industrial establishments of differ-
ent kinds, has largely increased. And, Sir,
every thousand of the urban population is
so much of the healthiest and best increase
to the markets of the farmers of this coun-
try, for it affords a market near to them
for products which wouid not carry to for-
eign markets, many of which are perishable
in their nature, and for which a home
market is absolutely essential.

But, Sir, if the home market for agricul-
tural products has increased in that time,
so also has the foreign market, as shown
by the exporis of the country. Agricultural
and animal products, taken together, were
exported to the amount of, in 1830, $37,-
000,000, and in 1895, to the amount of $30.-
000,000, an increase in this period of $13,-

000,000, or of 35 per cent. Let me exemplify

by the exports in certain articles, the in-
crease in the agricultural exports of this
country, comparing the year 1890 with the
year 1895. The statement is as follows :—
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EXPORTS.— AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. of, and which promises rich returns to the

: - country.
1830. 1895. Bat, Sir, not only has the farmers’ market
CheesSe .....o.ccvveuannn- $ 9,372,212  $14,253,002 | been increased by the home market from
Bacon .....cccvvnenvannns 607,495 3,546,107 | the accretion of population, and the foreign
Hams .............. SN 23,584 260,602 | market by the extension of exports, but
Apples (green and dry). 997,923 2,071,788 | there is another point as well which must
E’heat and flour........ 1 ggg'ﬁgg g’ﬁg’;‘?‘é be taken into account. That is, the saving
S;:eges Peremeeeesenes 1974’34y 1624 287 | Of market in this country for the farmer of
Cattle .........oionvnn.. 6949417 7120,823| this country, which was formerly exploited
T T by the farmer of the United States. And
Total.............. $22,071,294  $36,487,501 | the National Policy, by the reasonable pro-

Taking these items, they total in this way:
$22,071,29¢ exported in 1890 ; 336,437,801
worth exported in 18935, an increase of 65
per cent.

There is a decrease in the value of horses
exported in the latter period, but, consider-
ing the wonderful drop in the price of
horses, and especially in that grade of
horses which were so largely used on the
street railways of large cities, before the
substitution of electricity for horse-power ;
it is a decrease which is not at all remark-
able. and the decrease in the exports of that
class of horses, has been met largely by an
increase in the export of more profitable
and valuablie horses to the British market ;
and the British market opens a chance for
the extensiomn of that trade in a goed grade
of horses, which is being taken advantage

tection given to agricuitural and animal pro-
ducts, is to be credited for that gain of
market to the farmer of this country. Let
me give you some figures which wiil bear
that out. In the year 18893-90, taking bacon
hams. and shoulders, beef, mutton, pork and
lard, there were imported for home con-
sumption. 33.112.701 pounds. The duties
were increased after that. and importations
have steadily decreased, until in 1894-95, it
reached the small amount of 6,335,842
pounds, or less than one-fifth of the preced-
ing figures. In 1889-90 the value of these
importations was $1.734.22: In 189495
that value had sunk to 5401638 In fiour of
wheat we imported, in 1889-90. 185,458 bar-

rels. This has diminished. until 1894-95 sees
an import of only 47,883 barrels. The fol-
lowing table shows the importations for
each year:

IMPORTS OF MEAT ENTERED FOR HOME CONSUMPTION.

i i !
— , 1889-90. -92. | 1892-93. ! 1893-94. | 1894-95.
o Ietel Bl Ty St Pt
| 5 I
Bacon, hams and shoulder........ Lbs. 4,353,653§ 2,570,412/ 1,616,367] 670,155' 457, 508i 826,822
Salt beef (in barrels) ............ L. 6 440,100; 2,715,101] 2,251,298| 2,316,588; 1,945,516! 2,011,866
Mutton .....iovvereencccncccnncans “* 246, a63« 6,388 . 11,680 2,132 8%, 2'7 57,845
Pork .......... eeseaceseascsnnanns “ 117 185,"94 11,116,948{ S 314,266 3,862 Mﬁg 4,611, 874 3,203,023
Lard ....cviniietiitirecnccacncenan o 4, 881 786 991 653 693,269 14 630! 160 881? 36 226
Total IDS..civeeiinerenencaanas [ 33, 112 701 17 400 904! 13 486 880[ 6 999 0015 7 263,2062 6 33:) 84"
Valte cocnerieeiinnnnenncacenn l $l 734 225 $973, 312| $726, 394{ $452, 8121 $495 9922 $401,638
| | | ] ‘
Flour (wheat).....ccvoeviieeenncnnn. Bbils 180,408 65,884i 36,559{ 34,507i : 32,506§ 47,883
! i

I think, therefore, that I have fairly made been settled in that county, its accretions in
my statement good that the agricultural in- | the future will be larger and more rapid,

terests of this country have been continuous-
Iy advancing in that period. Nor must we
lose sight of this fact, that in these five
years a very large extent of new territory
has been opened up in the North-west for
the production of grain and cattle and the
products of cattle, which in 1894-95 reachr:.
a very large and very valuable tolui
It is calculated that in the province
of Manitoba and in the North-west Territo-
ries the grain alone, reaped from fields
which but a few years ago were almost
unknown, amounted to close on 80 or 85
millions of bushels; and this increase in
that short time is but the earnest of a
greater increase in the future. Once the
'ba.sns of population and of production bhas

and the increase of production will in ratio
be greater. Better metheds have also been
followed in agricultural pursuits, and the
establishment . and introduction of these
better methods is largely due to the increas-
ed governmental expenditure for the en-
couragement of agriculture in the North-
west as well as in the other provin-
ces of the Dominion. Experimental
farms have been placed in different
parts of the country ; and the information
which has thus been disseminated by ex-
ample and by the distribution of the results
on those farms to the farming population
in the different provinces has induced bet-
ter methods of feeding, and has turned the
attention of the farmers to more remunera-
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tive classes of products than those to which
they had formerly devoted their attention.

In mining the same advance appears. In
Nova Scotia. in New Brunswick, in Que-
bee, in Ontario. in the North-west and Mani-
toba, and in British Columbia there has been
an advance in mining operations, as regards
both the precicus metals and the useful
metals, which has been noted and steady.
One proof of this exists, aside from our
observation and experience—that is, in the
exports of the products of the mines. I
find that in 1890 these amounted to $4,833,-
17 worth. and in 1895 to 6.983.227 worth.
an increase of 43 per cent in that period
of five years.

The business failures in the country have
been reduced from $£18.000.000 te $15.800.000
in the same period, the average amount of
the failures per year during the period being
£15,700.000 against $22,200.000 in the peried
from 1874 to 1878.

The banks and financial institutions of our
country have been sound and steady and
strong—so much so as to be matter of re-
mark in other countries. which have pointed
to the banking institutions and the cur-
rency system of Canada. and have noted
the sirength which their soundness has im-
parted to commercial life and business in
this country during the period of depression
which is now happily passing away.

It may be said also that the credit of
Canada in the London market has remained
animpaired, and is to-day stronger than it
was in 1830. Canada epjoys greater hope
at home and greater prestige abroad.

Now, Sir, I desire for a few moments to
speak with reference to an idea which is
sedulously instiiled into the minds of the peo-
ple of the country, that the Liberal-Conserva-
tive party and policy have been responsible
for an immzense increase of taxation upon
the people of this ¢ountry. It is true that
in 187G, when the National Policy was in-
treduced at the command of the people, that
command having been given by an immense
majority at the polls. and when protection
was adopted as the basis vpon which the
tariff was to be framed. the list of dutiable
articles was enlarged. and the rate which
was charged upon them was heightened.
That was necessary. In proportion, however,
as manufactories became established, and in
proporticn as the revenues of the country
became bueyant, in the good times that foi-
lowed. two things were done. Attention was
had to the peopie of the country as the
payers of the revenues of the country. and
attention was alse had to the reasonable-
ness of the protection that cught to be given
from year to yesr, as circumstances required.
and 1 have this assertion to make : that not-
withstanding what may be said as to the in-
crease in the rate of taxation upon gooeds
in 1879, notwithstanding all that may be
said as to the high taxation which has pre-
vailed from that time to this, any student
of our tariff system, going to the records

Mr. FOSTER.

and studying them with a desire to get ag
the truth, will come te this conclusion. and
cannot escape it ; that the Liberal-Conserva-
tive Government from 1880 to'the present
time has been sedulously careful of the in-
terests of the people as far as taxation is
concerned, and has upon the whole remit-
ted an amount of taxation which cannot be
credited to any Administration in similar
times—certainly not in this eountry—and I
doubt if it can be, in proportion to its popu-
lation, in any other country in the world.
Now, S8ir, I propose to make that goeod by
facts and figures. so that the peopie. if they
are told that they pay a certain tax on
a certain line of goods. may know on what
goods they have been relieved of taxation,
and to what extent they have been relieved
of taxation. Im 1882, this Government founrd
that tea and coffee were taxed. and taxed
largely, and this was a taxatior tWwhich no
man could avoid who drank tea or coffee.
It was a taxation npon articles which were
not raised in this country, and consequently
every cent of that taxation was paid direct-
v by the people who consumed these grti-
cles. The same was true with reference
to an article which goes into the msanu-
facture of commeon articles used by the
people everywhere—the article of tin. There
was a daty upon that as well. In 1882 the
Liberal-Conservative Government struck off
entirely the duties upon tea, coffee and tin :
and from that period until the present time
there has thus been saved to the people om
these articles alone the following amounts :

On tea .................. $11,024,039
On coffee................. 832,528
On tin.................... 1,465,103

Total................ $13,331,670

Every dollar of this amount has gone direct-
Iy into the pockets of the great mass of the
consuniers in this country. In 1883 this Gov-
ernment struck off the duty upen bill stamps
and the duty upon newspapers—upon bill
stamps a tax that went into commercial
transactions from the highest t¢ the lowest,
and upon newspapers a tax which was
styled a tax on information for the people.
Well. from 1883 up to date there have been
saved to the people on bill stamps alone
the sum of %3,267.388, on newspapers the
sam of $613,864, or a total of 23,881,252 on
these two itews,

In 1887 an agitation was raised. which
became successful, for taking the duty off
anthracite ceal, which was sopposed, and
which did hear heavily uped the western
provinces. ‘The duty of 50 cents per ton
was taken off, and from that time up to
1895, incluosive, the amount of $8,044,355
was remitted to the consumers of anthracite
coal. In 1830, besides other reductions in
the tariff, there was a reduction of 10 per
cent on common window glass, and 15 per
cent on molasses, and on these two articles
aione, articles of common consumption,
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there has been saved $521,755 to the people z country, but that when he came before the
of this country. i House, the manufacturers scared him off,

In 1891 the duty on raw sugar was removed, |
and the duty on refined sugar was reduced, |
and from 1891 te 1895, inclusive, there was:
saved to the people, in the remission of
taxation on raw and refined sugar, the sum
of $19.851,985. And that saving was upon
an article which goes into common and:
general consumption. ;

In 1894 a general reduction of the tariff
was made all along the line.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
hear.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 thought I sheunld evoke!
one of these pleasant exclamations from my
hom friend, and I had hoped to provoke an-:
other from the leader of the Opposition.
But perhaps he will favour me with it vet.
For both these hon. gentlemen, not on one.
but on many occasions, have taken upon
themselves to inform the country that in
1894 the Minister of Finance came down
with good intentions, proposed to reduce.
considerably, the duties levied upon articles
which entered into the consumption of the-

SAVING in Taxation caused by transferring Tea,

Hear,

© @S extreme as usual.

- taxation was taken off the people.
i vou add these amounts together, vou will
. find that we bave taken from the people an
. amount of taxation of $45,131,027.

he ran his pencil through the reductions,
and next to nothing was done at all

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
than nething.

Mr. FOSTER. The hon. gentleman says
less than nothing. His statement is just
In that general reduc-
tion in iS94, it is estimated that $1,500,000
Xow, if

Less ]

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Ar. FOSTER. The sincerity of bon.
gentlemen opposite, who profess very great
desire to take away the burdens of the
people, is evinced to-day by the laugh and
the smeer with which they greet the state-
ment that we have taken $45,0600.000 in
taxation from the people of this country,
from 1S82 to the present.

The following table will show at a glance
the savings made, as I have stated —

Coffee, Anthracite Ccal. Tin, Raw Sugar, Bill

Stamps, from the Dutiable to the Free List, the carrying of Newspapers free from
office of publication and by reducing the Duty on Tea and Cofiee not imported direct,

and on Molasses, Refined Sugar and Window Glass.
| v
z ! Bill | News-: Mo- Window
Year. (i Tes. !l Coffee.| Coal. Tin. | Sugar. ’ Stamps. ‘ papers. g lasses.©  Glass.
g |
i |
$ $ $ $ i $ $ ! $ 3
1882 ....... 445,879 36,334].......... 54,220 ceieinannnnn 139,448
1%83 ....... 818,703} 59,875.......... 102,732 (. viniennn. 224,645 44.088
1884 ....... 732,164] 44,776].......... 82,353 . cionnnn.. 227,225{ 44,594
1885 ....... 836,475 82,785[. cene 90,269 ... iiinna.. 229,805 45,160 !
1886 ....... 1,021,151} 76,778i.......... 96,461 ..... . 232,385 45,606
i887 ....... 815,434] 36,220 5,191 101,840 ..... 234,965! 46,112
1888 ....... 751,558] 54,877 1,068,652] 104,532 ............ 237,546] 46,618
1889 ....... 735,775 61,206] £43,052! 112495 ............ 240,126! 47,124
1890 ....... 770,260! 61,473] 600,667 117_.503; fececteaanan 242,708] 47,630 13,239
1881 ....... 751,968 64,559] 699,5331 113,013 227,474 245, 296: 48,126 34,789
1892 .. ..... 953,5111 64,241 739,5531 152,353; 5.200,000] 248,629] 48,795 59,924 39,245
1893 ....... 759,323} 69,4021 750,275 121,018 4,000,000{ 251,798] 48,416 59,876 38,142
1894 ....... 815,226] 62,452; 765,261 123,699  4,821,600; 254,840] 50,614] 64,560 34,869
1995 ....... 826,611} 66,550 702,171 89,614!  5,363,000] 257,984 50,631] 54,736 25,636
: *300,521 ;
11,034,039] 832,528} 6,044,355 1,465,1():}‘;= 19,851,995 3,267,388 613,864] 135,775 185,980
Grand Total.............ciiiiinnnnn. $42,631,027

* Refined sugar.

The customs revenue accrued in 1835, have been taken from the duatiable list and
amounted to $17,887,267, which, per head of ' placed upon the free list until this compari-
population, was $3.52. In 1875, hon. gentle- son is afforded, that whereas in 1874, $47.-
men opposite charged the people of this coun-! 000,000 worth of free goods were entered,
try, by their customs taxstion, $3.95 per head. | and whereas, in 1879, under the administra-
The average, a3 I said before, from 1874 to ' tion of hon. gentlemen opposite, the free
1878, under hon. gentlemen opposite, was. list had fallen to $23,000,000, a decrease of
$3.44 per head, and ss I have said to-day,: $24,600.000, we find that from 1880 to 1893
the amount of customs taxztion per head: there was an increase of $26,500,000 in the
in 1894-95 was brought down to $3.52. Well, | free list. Sir, the fact is made perfectly
all this time the free goods of the country | clear by this one assertion, that in 1874, 38
have been continually increased. Articles . per cent of the imports for home conmsump-

i
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tion were free, that in 1879 this had fallen to
30 per cent, wheress, in 1885, 42 per cent of |
the imports for home consumption were free.

Now I come to ask, and I am nearly at the
conclusion of my speech, whether I was
right or not—

An hon. MEMBER. No.

Mr. FO\TLR. An hon. gentleman to your
left says *“no” before I had finished the:
question. That is the way hon. gentlemen ;
opposite judge with reference to the affairs:
of the country. They wish nro argument,
they listen t¢ none. They have their pre-
conceived opinions—and poor opinions the
electors of Canada kave told them they
were, at four or five different elections.

They need no aronment, they require no in-

formation. But I want to ask the hon.
leader of the Opposition, and my hon. friend
opposite me (Sir Richard Cartwri ght)—the
latter of whom said that in 185¢ the reduc-
tiops in the tariff were less than nothing,
while the former declared that they were
next to nothing—I want to ask them whether
or not it is p(b%lble for them to revise
their opinion. At least I now propose to
put before the Hcuse statements which
will place the matter clearly in the eyes
of the country, so that the people may judge
whether hon. gentlemen opposite or I have
made the correct statement. 1 propose to
submit a list of the articles on which re-
ductions have been made, showing the ex-
tent of the reduction on each article, and
this list extends over the whole range of
imported goods. It is as follows :—

STATEMENT showing sundry articles on whlch rednctmns of duty were made by tariff
chancres of 1894 and since.

Old Rate New Rate
Article. of of Reduction.
Duty. Duty.
Animals, hving, viz. :— ] ’
Homedeattle. ... ... .. ool oL e 30 per cent. 120 per cent. 10 per cent.
RS 11 (S U :30 do 20 do lﬁ do
Hogs. oo i ieaaaeeeeaa i 2¢. per 1b. 1ie. per Ib. e, per b,
Baking powder in packages of less than one sTo. e Se do 6.  do D¢, do
Bells, except forchurches. . ... . ... .iiiiiiiil L 30 per cent. 125 per cent. 3 per cent.
Brass and manufactures of :— ' i i
Nails, rivetsand burrs. ... ... ool 3B do 30 do D do
. 33 15 do 10 do S de
Biscuits of all kinds, sweetened. ... .. ... ... .. 135 do 2% do 10 do
Alacsroni and \emncelh ........... et teaaeeeeeeaeanenn i2c. per lb. 25 do 23  do adwal.
Barlev. ... i i ieeiiieeaaocaen amaann 15c. per bush. {30 do 15 do  do
Pritish gum, dextine, \xzmg cream and enamel axzmg lc. per lb. 10 do 20 do do
Brooms. ... ..o i it i {25 per cent. 26 do 5> do
Buttons of \egetable, ivorvor horn....... .. .. ... i10c. per gross and, Sc. per gross and 2¢. per gross.
20 per cent. 20 per cent. |
de  hoof, rubber, vuleanite or composition. .... 5c. per gross andife. per gross and'le.  do
20 per cent. 20 per cent. |
do allother, NE.S.. ... ... ... =25 per cent. 20 per cent ‘> per cent.
‘Candles, paratinewax. .. ..., (... ... ool .ide. per 1b. 4o, per b, 31(. per 1.
Cane or rattan, split or otherwise manufactured........ 25 per cent. 173 per cent. ‘73 per cent.
Carriages, &ec. :— i
Fani wagons and farm carts eosting less than §50. . 810 ea. & 0 p.c.’25  do 30 do ad vl
do do £50 and less than 3100 $15 do 25 do A8 do  deo
do de 8109 and over;35 per cent. 25 do "10 do
Cases for jewels, watches, silverware. platedw, :u'e, cut-! !
lery and other hike articles.. .. . ... ... 100. ea. & 30 p.c. oc. ea. & 30 p.e 5. each.

Clocks. .. .. .iiiiiiiiiian. e tteaeninacane aeenl 3:) per cent. 25 per cent. 10 per cent.
‘Clothes wringers, ............ e eeieeetiiie eenan 81 ea. & 30 p.c. 25c. ea. & 20 poeThe. ea. & 10 pec.
Ceal tar and coal pitcho. ... L .. 10 per cent. ‘Free. 10 per cent.
Cocoa matsand matling. ..... .. ....cioiiiiaiecanaan 30 do 125 per cent. S do
8330& nut, dessicated, sweetened ornot.. ... . ...... .. 8c. per lb. oc,. per 1b. ‘3¢, per b,
ee 1 — i
Extracts of or substitutes therefor..... ... ....... Se. do 3c. do ::k. do
Reasted or ground, not imported direct...... . 8e.plb.&10peZep. lb.&l0pecile. do
do and substitute, N . E.S.. ~ 13, perlb. 2e¢. perlb. le. do
Collars of cotton or linen, xyolite, xvlonite, cellulmd.- .i24¢c. per doz. and 24c. per doz. and}5 per cent.
Copper and manufactures of :— 30 percent. : 25 per cent. '
Nails, rivetsand burrs. .. ... .. L. 35 per cent. 30 pereent. 1D do
Copper, oldand scrap..:...........0 o0 allilll 10 do Free. 10 do
do ImDIgS ... ...l iiiiiiiiiiiiiae aene 10 do i do 10 do
do seamless drawn tubing...... ...l 10 do i do 1¢ do
© do egots, sheets, plates and sheathmg, noti* .
planished orcoated...........ccoiiiiiiaiannan. 10 do do_ 10 do

Mr. FOSTER.
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StaTEMENT showing

sundry articles on which reductions of duty were

changes of 1894 and since.

made by tarnff

i
¥
t
i Oid Rate New Rate
Article. ? of of Reduction.
) ; Duty. Duty.
3
t
! -:
Copper, in bars, rods and belts, in length not less | ‘
than 6feet .. ... ... ... L o s {10 per cent. {Free. 10 per cent.
Cordage, COLLON. ... i it iiiiiinianaanann cannn 30 de 35 per cent. D do
Cotton, manufactures of :— % ‘ |
Clothing. including corsets. .. .. .0 .. ... 35 do 328 do 2 do
s of cotton, linen, xylonite, xyolite and celluloid. .. fe. p.pr. &0 pede ppr. & Dped do
Dressing, harness, leather and shoe... .. ... ... ... 30 per cent. 25 per cent. 3 do
Drugs, dyves, chemicals and medicines :— [
Acid, phosphate.. ... . ... e ieeeeenaen .-. -3e. per Ib. 2. per I Te. per B
Glue. sheet, broken sheet or ground. ... . .. (..., 3. do 2> per cent. A3 p. e adl vall
de hBguid. oo oiiiiiil il iiiiiiiaat ‘30 per cent. 25 do 5 do
Liguorice, PASte. . .. .0 tiaiiaaans ciiaannns i2¢. per 2 do 3 pee. do
do imrollsandsticks.. .. (oo oLl e, do 2 do 9 do
Yeast, compressed in bulk or mass of not less than 50 fbs l-ie do Se. per Ih 1l per lb,

Earthernware and china :—
Brown or coloured, and Rockingham ware, (.. ...

Decorated, printed or sponged, and all earthenware.

cat s emeasst aas asaasassasaa

e ware, C.C. or cream

NES........ N
White granite or ironston
colonred ware .. < .
Aanufactures of earthenware. N . E.S
Feathers, ostrich and vulture, dressed
Fertilizers
Fruits, green :—
Blackberries, gooseberries, raspberries and straw-

...... - P IR N anae

~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~

.........................

berries, N E.S ...... e iaeaaeen e e
Pluams. . (il i iiiiiieieaeaan caaean
Furniture, house, cabinet or othice.. ... ot eeaeaaans

Glass, &e. :— . .
Flasks and phials of 8 oz capacity and over, tele-
rraph and lightning rod insulators, jars and glass

alls and ent, pressed and moulded table ware. .|

Silvered glass, bevelled
Gunpowder and other explosives :—
(xun, ntle and sporting powder
Gun, rifle and pistol cartridges and cartridge cases.
Gun wads and percusston wads ... Lol
Gutta percha and mdia-rubber and manufactures of : —
Belting.. . ...

.....................

.................

................................

Ink, writing
Iron and manfactures of :(—
Agricaltural implements-—
inding attachments.. .. .
Drills, seed grain.....
Harrows,
Harvesters, self-binding and without binders. ...
Mowing machines...... ..
Ploughs, sulky and walking
Reapers... ... c...oioan .
Tron, bar and round reds, galvanized... .. ... ... ...
Bar iron, roiled or hammered, comprising rounds,
squares, &ec., &e.
Cast iron pipes of every description..

..........................

....................
......

.....................................

..................
.....

.................

............................

............

Engines, other than locomotive and fire, and boilers
Hardware, viz.:—Builders’, cabinetmakers’, harness-

makers’ and saddlers’ hardware, including curry!

............

combs and carriage hardware......
Tron or steel sheets or other iron, or steel of all

widths, sheet iron, common or hlack, siootked, |

polished, coated or galvanized and Canada
plates, No. 17 gauge and thinner, and heop,
band or strip, iron or steel, N.E.S....cee....

v
b

3]

135 per cent.

B do

i .
33 do

3B do

3B do

2 do .
iS¢, per M

130 per cent.

35 do

30 per cent.
35 per cent.

5e. per Ib.
35 per cent.
H do

S5c. perlb. and 15

per cent.

25 do

B do

3B do

35 do

3B deo

35 do .

35 do

3 do

3B do

$13 per tor.

$12 do butnot
less than 35 per

. cent.

30 per cent.

3B do

12} do

5c. per doz. and

i

S0 per cent.

3!) do
30 do
30 do
30 do
1 do

e, per Tb.
25 per cent.

3 per cent.

D do

D do

P -

Q do

) do
{}t)

le. per Ib,
3 per cent.

36 do S do .
30 do S¢ per dox.
2% do 24 per cent.
Se. per b, 2¢. per 1b.
(30 per cent. 5 peor cent.
3 deo 5 do
32k do 4 do ad. val
20 do 5 do
!2. > do 13 do
20 deo 15 de
2 do 15 de
2 do 11 do
20 do 15 do
20 do 15 do
20 do 15 do
2% do 2 do
10 per ton. 133 per ton.
$10 do  but$2 per ton when
rotless than 35" notless than 35
r cent. . per cent.
278 do 24 per cent.
321 do 21 do
L]
5 do % do
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STATEMENT showing sundry articles on which reductions of duty were made by tariff
changes of 1894 and since.

] : 01d Rate New Rate
Article. of of . Reduction.
Duty. Duaty. ’
i
Iron and manufactures of —Continued.
Ironin slabs, blooms, billets, loeps, puddle bars, or
other forms less finished than iron in bars, and :
more advanced than pxg iron, except castings. . {89 per ton. 3 per ton. 84 per ton.
Locks of 2l kinds. ..... .. e '35 per cent. 32} per cent. 23 per cent.
Portable machines :—
Portable steam-engines, and partsof............ 35 do 30 do 5 do
Threshers and separators, and parts of....... ... 35 do 30 do 3 do
Sewing-machines, or partsof.. _................. &3 each and 20
| per cent. 30 do 12 do
Machines, type-writing... . .................... 30 do 274 do 2.2 do
All other miachinery, except portable machines, com-
posed wholly or in part of iron and steel. ..... 30 do 2L do 25 do
Malleable irou castings and steel castings.......... £25 per ton and
not less than 50
per cent. 25 do 142 do ad. val.
Nails and spikes and sheathing nails, composition.. . |20 per cent. 15  do '5 do
Nails and spikes, wrought and pressed galvam/ed {
or not, horse-shoe naxls, and all wrought iron or
steel and other nails, N.E.S., and horae mule, !
andox-shoes, ... .. .. ... L :13c. per 1b. 30 do 11  do ad. val.
Nails and spikes, cut. .. .. e e e le. do ‘¥c. per b, ide. per b,
Nails, Wire, ..o oo ... e do 1 do ;.i,c do
Plough-plates, mould-hoards, land-sides, when cut; -
to shape from volled plates of steel, but noti
moulded, punched, polished, or otherwise.
lu.lnllfd(.tlll‘l,d, and being of greater value thanf f
fourcents perpound......... ... . ... ..., {12} per cent. 15 per cent. iT4 per cent.
Other plates for agricultural lmplements ......... ;3.) do 5 do 80 do
Pumps, other than steam...... _............ ceee.i3d do 30  do ) do
Railway fish-plates and tie-plates. .. ............... 1512 per ton. S10 per ton. 52 per ton.
Safes and doors for safes and vauits................ {30 per cent. 30 per cent. 2 per cent.
Screws, iron or steel, commonly called wood [ :
SCIeWs 1 — | i
2inches oroverinlength. ... ... . .. ... ... .. 6c. per Ib. :3¢. per b, e, per Ib,
1inch and less than 2inches. .. oooooooooonnnn. 8c. do bc do 2. do
Lessthanlinch.......... ... ... ... ........... llc. do ?sc do 3e. do
Scales, balances, and weighing beams. . ............ 35 per cent. 30 per cent. ‘3 per cent.
Skatesof all kinds ...... ..., B 20c. per pair and 10c. per pair and-
. 30 percent. : 30 per cent.  :1fc. per pair.
SOVES . ottt e e 30 per cent. 273 do 21 per cent.
Swedish rolled iron nail rods, under % inch inj* !
diameter, for manufacture of horse-shoe nails. .20 per cent, 15 do 5 do
Boiler tubes of wrought ironorsteel.............. 15 do 75 do 3 do
Other wrought iron tubes or pipes, not classified. . fsC. per Ib. and ,Uc per 1b. and
#0 percent. | 30 per cent. }lr,c per 1b.
Wire fencing, barbed, of ironor steel. ... .... . lic. per 1b. jc. per 1h. fe.  do
Wire, covered with cotton, linen or other malterial. |35 per cent. 30 per cent. 5 per cent.
Suzglcal and dental instruments ........ ........, 20 do 15 do 5 do
Steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms and slabs....... 30 do but 1$3 per ton "and
not less than $8 } in some cases
- per ton. %5 per ton. { more.
AW L e e 35 per cent. 324 per cent. 2% per cent.
Manufactures of iron or steel, not classified........ 30 do 275 do ;"& do
Jellies, jams and preserves, N.E. S o 5¢. per Ib. 3ic. per 1b, '13¢. per Ih.
Lead pipeand lead shot............ ... ....... ... lic. do 5¢. per lb. and5 percemad val.
25 per cent.

Leather :— |
Leather,sole. ..o i L. 1c. p. Ib. &15p.c. {15 per cent. ite. per lb.
Leather, belting leather, dressed waxed or g]azed.. 20 per cent. 15 do °5 per cent,
Calf, kid, lamb and sheep skins, dressed, waxed or )

lazed .................................... 20 do 172 do 2% do
,Upper leather, dressed. waxed or glazed...... ....[20 do 174 do do
anned, patent or enamelled leather..... ....... 25 do 221 do 2f do

15 do 5 do

11 other leather and skins tanned not classified...[20 do
Mr. FOSTER. :
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STATEMENT showing sundry articles on which reductions of duty were made by tariff

changes of 139

4 and since.

) Old Rate New Rate
Article. of of Reduction.
Duty. Duty.

Manufactures of leather:— !

Harnessandsaddlery ........ ... (... ......... i35 per cent. 30 per cent. 5 per cent.

Leather belting........... . ... . ... . ... 25 do 20 do 5 do
Manillahoods.. ... ... i e 20 do Free. 20 do
Gas, coal oil and electric-light fixtures, or parts thereof.30 do 273 per cent. 2% do
Milk, condensed, sweetened.... ...... ...... ....... il}e. p.1b.& 35 p.c.i3}c. per 1b. 17" do ad. val.

do do not sweetened ................... ... .35 per cent. gi do

Plumbago.. ... ... e e 15 do 10 per cent. 5 per cent.
Bla.ckle:fd ........................................ 30 do 25 pedo 5 pedo
Plumbago, manufacturesof............. ... ... ... 30 do 25 do 5 do
Mucilage. ... ........... ...l B 30 do 25 do o do
Oils :— :

Mineral—

Coal and kerosene, distilled,
naphtha and petroleum, N .

Products of petroleum

Lubricating oils, composed wholly or in part oi-
petroleum and costing less than 25¢. per gall..

Essentialoils ............ et e

Paints and colours :—

Colours and paints, pulped or ground in oil or other
liquids an ll liquid, prepared or ready-mixed:
paints, N.E.S_ ... ... ...

‘Ochires and ocbx ey earths and raw seinnas

Ow{d?,s fire- proofs, unibers and burnt seinnas,:

Paints ground or mixed in, or with, either Japan,,
varnish, lacquers, liquid drvers, collodion, oil
finish or oil varnish, rough stuff and tillers.

..........................

surified or refined, ;
T %c. per gall.

T 50. do
.T4e.  do
20 per cent.
;30 do
30 do
30 do

f

He. p. Ib & 25 p.c.

16e.

6c. per gall.
6e. do

do
10 per cent.

do
do

do

25
2

u(

L
Qt

25
15

25
3 do

30c. per 100 lbs.
2e. per Ib.

25 per cent.,

30 do

2¢. per Ib.

2¢. do
25 per cent.

2¢. per 1b.
2. do

20 per cent.
35 do

35 do

35 per cent.
Free.

Putty. .. e 2o per cent,
'Paper, leaf and grass, &c., manufactures of :— :
ags or sacks, pnnted or not‘%") do
uled, boarded and boxed papers................. 35 do
Straw board, in sheets or rolls, plain or tarred. . ... A0c. per 100 1bs.
Paraffine wax. .. ... ... i 3c. per Ib.
Pencils, lead, in wood or otherwise............ .. .... '30 per cent.
Pocket- books, PUMEES . oo titnianne eeianeeeann 35 do
Lard, tried orrendered. ... ... ... ... ... . ... . ... .... :3c. per b, 1
Meats — i
Bacon and ham, shoulders and sides.... .... .3e. do
Canned meats...... ..o ciiinionennennnnans oo 3c. do
Dried or smoked meats and meats preserved in anyi
other way than salted or pickled, N.E.S.. ..i13¢c. do
Other meatssalted..................... ........ 3c. do
Sand vaper, glass, flint and emery paper. ............. 30 per cent.
Sauces and catsupsin bottles....... ...... ........... 40c. per gall & 20
per cent.
do do buk........... ... Lol 30c. per gall £20
per cent,
SOy oo e e ieeieeeea. 10c. per gall.
Flaxseed.. . ... ... i i e e 10c. per bush.
Soap :—
Common or laundry, not perfumed................ 13c. per Ib.
Harness 808P . ..... o veeveeieninnn ceeninnannnn 30 per cent. ‘
Perfumed or toilet...................... ... ..... le.p.1b. &0p.c.
Powders, pumice, silver and mineral soaps, sapoho i
and hikearticles............... ... ..ol 3c. per Ib.
Ginger, preserved. . ... .. ... ... iiie et ieiieaalian 35 per cent,
Sugar candy, brown or white and confectionery, including
sweetened gums and candied peel........... .... l}c. per lb. and
35 per cent.
Glucose or grape sugar, glacose syrup or corn syrup. .. .{13c. per lb.
Turpenﬁn spirits of. . .. .. 10 per cent.
Twine for harvest binders, of Juhe, manilla or sisal and
of manilla and sisal mixed...................... 25 do

i1c. per. lb.

125 per cent.
35 do

135 do

30 do

4c. per 1b. and 35,

per cent.

1c. per 1b.
b per cent.

124 do

11c. per gall.
lic. do

lic. do
10 per cent.

5 do
10 do
3 do

5 cts. per lb,
10 per cent.

10 do
5 do
10c. per 100 Ibe.
1c. per Ib.
D per cent,
5 do
lc. per lb.

le. do
3 per cent.

lc per lb,

do
10p
16 do ad. val.

56 do

23 per cent.
10c. per bush.

ic. per lb.
o per cent.
22 do ad. val

10 do do
5 do

gec. per b,

. do
O per cent.

124 do
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STATEMENT showing sundry articles on which reductions of duty were made by tariff
changes of 1894 and since.

. Old Rate. * New Rate
Article. f of : of Reduction.
Durvy. ; Duty.
Twine, cotton.. ............ . « ....... . eveeee eeoojle. polb. & 25 pac.i2) per cent. ‘1c. per lb.
Twines of all kinds, N.E.S .. ..... . .. s+ weee - . |30 per cent. 25 do :5 per cent.
Twines, manufactures of, viz. : — i , '
Hammocks and lawn tennis nets and other like ; f
artictes, NE.S..... ... o0 Lo Ll 35 do 30 do 3 do
Varnish, lacquers, japans, japan driers, liquid driers, j ;
andoil tinish, N.E.S............ . .. ... ... 20c. p.g. & 25p.c. e p.g. &20p.c. 5 do  ad. val
Tomatoves, fresh. ... . .. ..., e e e 30c. per bush. and 20c. perbush. and 10c¢. per bush.
10 per cent. | 10 per cent.
Tomatoes and other vegetables, including corn and i i
baked beans in cans or other packages...........{2¢c. perlb. 1he. per 1b. de. do
Webbing, elastic.. ... ... ... . .. Ll Ll 25 per cent. 120 per cent. D per cent.
Wood and manufactnres of : — '
Barrels containing petroleum or its products, &c. .. [40c. each 20c. each. 20c. each.
Casketsand coffins. . ....... ..o .. .. o L. 35 per cent. [25 per cent: 10 per cent.
Mouldings, plain...... . ........0 oo L 25  do 120 do 5 do
do gilded, &c................ ... .... .180 do 25 do S do
Hubs, spokes, felloes and parts of wheels, rough ‘ ;
hewnor sawnonly ..... ... e 15 do Free. 15 do
Shingles . ........ .. o . il L 20 do } do 20  do
Showeases. ..... ........... . ..... ... ~e... R2each& 35 p. c.;35 per cent. 22 each.
Woodenware, pails, tubs and churns. . ... ... ..... 25 per cent. . 20 do 2} per cent,
Picture frames.. .- . ... ..., e e 35 do 30 do 5 do
Veneers of wood not over gdginch thick........ ... 10 do I'd> do 5 do
Coke, (2.000]1hs. toaton)......... ............ oo l'yOc per ton. Free. 1H0¢. per ton.
Marble. in the rough, in Llocks, containing less than 15 '
cublic feet .. L. el i15 per cent. do 115 per cent.
Marble, in the rough. in blocks, containing 15 cubic feet: i
OF OVEL .. iiit tiier et i imeenaeanan ceennnn 110 do do 10  do
Ship timber and ship planking........ ... .. .. .i20 do do 20 do
Timber, hewn and sawn and timber used for sparsand
in building wharfs. . ....... ... . 0. e 20 do do 20 do
Timber, squareor sided. ... ....... ....... e e 20 do i do 20 do
Creosoted lumber........... ... ... ... ...c.ciii . 20 do i do 20 do
Sawn boards, planks, deals, and other lumber, un- ! ,
dressed or dressed on onesideonly.......... . ..120 do i do 2 dc
Pineclapboards. . ........... ... . ..., 120  do i do 20 do
Spruce do  ........ .ol ol Ll e e 20 do i do 20 do
Posts, 1ast blocks, wagon blocks, oar blocks, gun blocks, !
heading, and all ike blocks or sticks, rough hewn! |
orsawvedonly......... ... 000 ol e L.l 20 do tdo 20 do
Laths . ... ... ... . ... ... . 20 do ¢ do 20 do
Picketsand palings .................. ... ... .... 20 do i do 20  do
Stavesof wood of all kinds. .......... .. ... ... ..., 20 do i do 20 do
Flax fibre, scutched. ... ... ... ...... .. .. .. lc. per Ib. . do i1c. per Ib.
o hackled...... ... ..l e e 2c. do i do 92 "do
Flax, tow of, scutched or green. .. ... R £ YOR s (3 I do Y do
ﬁ:lzgpbex:rigs('i wildai(i. Cf e e el gc) de go 3 do
Album insides, madeof paper......... .... ....... .. .13 per cent. o 135 per cent.
Blast furnaceslag ..... . . .... e e 20 do do ;'20de
Bibles, prayer books, psalm and hymn books.......... 5 do do i3 do
Books printed in any language, other than the English {
and French languages, NN E.S..................... 15 do do 15 do
Bookbinder’s eloth............ ....... PN . |10 do do 10 do
Buttons, shoe, paplermaché. ... ..................... 5c. per gross &! do = I5¢c. per gross
) . v 20 per cent. i 20 per cent.
Oxide of copper, NN E.S...... ... ... ... . ... ....i30 per cent. do 130 per cent.
Curling stonesof granite .. ......................... 25 do do 125 do
Ammonia, nitrateof .......... .. ... oo e, e do :
Cyanide of potassium.... ........ P P, ... | do i
Saltpetre ............. ........ ... .. ¢ eriisiacens 20 per cent. do 20 do
Soda, chlorate and bi-sulphite of...................... 20 do do 20 do
Tinerystals. . ... ... ...... . . ...l L 20 do do 20 do
Zinc,saltsof . . ............. ...l 5 do do 5 do
Sumac, other than for dyeing purposes ... ........ ...'20 do do 2 do

Mr. FOSTER.
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STATEMENT showing sundry articles on which reductions of duty were made by tariff
changes of 1894 and since.

Old Rate New Rate
Article. of of Reduction.
Duty. Duty.
!
|
(zlove fasteners, metal, eyelet hooks and eyelets........ 30 per cent. Free. :30 per cent.
Globes, geographical, topographical and astronomical ..120  do do 20 do
Grommets . ........... c... ciiiiiiiie v According to} do
metal.
Ingotmoulds .. ..... ... ... ... ... ciiiiiiiiia... 1ic¢. per Ib. but! do ‘13c. per Ib.
not less than .
o 35 per cent.

Iron sand or globules and dry putty for polishing granite {20 per cent. do 20 per cent.
Tampblack and ivory black ................. .. ..... 10 do do 10 do
Mamllahoods. .. .. . ... ... ..ol 20 do do 20 - do
Brass in bars, bolts not benv or otherwise manufactured, )

and in lengths not less than6feet........ ........ 10 do do 10 do
Brass, drawn, and plain and fancy tubing, not bent or |

otherwisemanufactured, inlengths not lessthan 6 feetil0  do do 110  do
Brass in strips for printers’ rules, not finished....... . §15 do do 15 do
Lead, nitrate of and acetate of, not ground ............ ) do do 5 do
Lead, tea................... e e 30 do do 30 do
Stereotypes, electrotypes and celluloids of books and;

bases and matrices and copper shell for the same,i

whether composed wholly or in part of metal or;

celluloid.. ... .. .. . . ... i3c. per sq. inch. | do 4c. per sq. inch.
Mohair yarns. .......... . ... ... .0 . Ll ... i10c. per 1b. and| do :10c. per lb. and

| 20 per cent. { 20 per cent.

Carbolicor heavyoil ............... e e :10 per cent. do 10 per cent.
Olive oil for manufacturing and mechanical purposes....'20  do do 20 do
Plumbagocerucibles ............ ... oL H do do 30 do
Potash, caustic .... ..... ... ... .ol 20 do do 20 do
Potash, red and yellow prussiateof.......... .... .... 10 do do 10 do
Prunella for boots and shoes.................... ... 10 do do 10 do
Rosinoil . ... o o .20 do do 20 do
Saddle jiggers and stirrups.............o.iiiiiiiia... 3  do do 35 do

This list includes all the articles on which
reductions have been made, and shows
that there was an important and sig-
nificant reduction. And hon. gentlemen
must take into account this fact—that
this reduction in fariff was made at
a time when reduction of the tariff was
accompanied with the greatest difficulties.
It was made at a time when prices were
lowering in the United States, in Belgium
and in every great manufacturing country ;
not only when prices were lowering as
quoted in the regular markets, but when
hard times had made it necessary for manu-
facturers to sell, if they could get cash,
even if they had to sell at cost or less than
cost. Many and many a case occurred in
which manufactured goods were held as
collateral by the banks, and the manufactu-
rers being wunable to meet their obliga-
tions, the banks sold the collateral security
for whatever they could get, in order to turn
it inteo cash. It was in this period of depres-
sion, this periocd of strong competition, this
period of slaughter prices, that we under-
took the revision of the tariff. Taking all
these things into comsideration, the remark-
able cut that was made in the tarif on

32

these articles, going to the very verge of the
extreme, shows that a great advantage was
afforded to consumers in the remission of
taxation and the consequent cheapening. I
think I have disposed of the statement made
by these two hon. gentlemen, that, though
I proposed a reduction of the tariff, I did
not carry it out. Now, Mr. Speaker, one
further subject, one that may pertinently be
discussed at this the last session of the
term of the present Parliament, and it is
this :—From 1878, when the people, by a
large majority, gave their verdict for the
change in the fiscal policy of this country,
the Liberal-Conservative party and the
Liberal-Conservative policy have dominated
in this country and have moulded the admin-
istrations. Upon these seventeen years, the
Liberal-Conservative policy is written. That
record is before the country, upon that re-
cord they are quite willing to be judged.
But, 8ir, the Liberal-Censervative party wish
to be judged upon their whole record, and
not upon any particular part of it, admin-
istrative or otherwise, that any hon. gentle-.
man may choose to pick out to swvit his
convenience. I do not fear, neither does the
Liberal-Conservative party, that if that re-

RBEVISED BDITION.
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cord is fairly and adequately locked at, the
people of the country at the coming elections
will not be exactly of the same mind that
they were in 1878, in 1882, in 1887, and in
1891, and that they will not be in favour
of the continuation of a reasonable policy
of protection for this country. Sir, what has
been the record of these seventeen years ? A
vigorous public policy has been carried on
. in this country in favour of improved faci-
lities for internal communication, which
have been przssed upon this Parliament,
which have been acceded to by this Parlia-
ment, and which have been carried out in
the country. The record of the Liberal-Con-
servative party embraces the building and
cempletion of the Canadian Pacific Railway
and of the many miles of railway, aided by
subsidies more or less liberal, which have
been spread over the country, in addition to
our great trunk lines of railway. Not only,
Sir, have these railroads been projected and
built as a part of the Liberal-Conservative
policy, and against the steady opposition
of hon. gentlemen opposite, but in reference
to the canals. and some parts of the canal
system, th2 same fact appears. A vigorous
public policy in connection with the canal
system of this country, is within the record
of the Liberal-Conservative party. Not only
hive they widened and deepened the old
capals until they are now within two years
of completion to a fourteen foot depth, from
the great lakes to the city of Montreal, but
they have taken that other step, of making
this country entirely independent, so far as
water communication on the great lakes is
ccneerned, of any otker people, and have
built the great Sault Canal, a channel of
communication which opens to us the re-
motest of the great lakes, without asking
permission of any other people in the world.
With regard to our railways and our canals,
there has been a vigorous policy pursued ;
so there has been with reference to lines
ot communication extern:l to this country.
In regard to our steamship lines of com-
n:unication, whenever our policy has been
brought before this country, it has been
met either with sneers, or with active oppo-
sition by hon. gentlemen opposite. Take
the line to the West Indies and to South
America, which, sevenr or eight years ago,
was projected in this House, which received
the assent of Parliament, and which was
carried into execution. Every one knows
with what opposition it was met by the
lcader of hon. gentlemen opposite, and by
his party. What has taken place ? Why,
Sir, with reference to the West Indian trade,
whereas, in 1887, our total trade was but
$£4,000,000, in 1895 our total trade with the
West Indies amounts to $8,500,000, an in-
crease of about 112 per cent in our trade
with those islands in those few years. And
to-day, Sir, the West Indies, in its aggre-
gate of trade, takes the third place in
the list of countries with which Canada is
carrying on business. Every one knows the

Mr. FOSTER.

opposition which was met by the proposal
to subsidize a line of steamers from the
western coast to China and Japan, but it
was carried out. It had in it that good fea-
ture, that sterling feature, of co-operation
with the British government in the mat-
ter, and that line has been carried out
successfully, trade has increased ; and the
average of the trade, during the Ilast
five years, with China and Japan, amount-
ed to $2,800,000, whereas it was but a
beggarly average of $623,000 from 1874-5
to 1879, when hon. gentlemen opposite were
in power. Take, also, the line of communi-
cation with Australasia, a line which was
put on some five years ago, a line which
encountered the strongest opposition from
hon. gentlemen opposite, but a line which
has been successfully put in operation, and
is to-day uniting the Australasian colonies
and Canada hand in hand in mutual sup-
port of the service ; and it is also doing this
great thing, giving = successful and pro-
gressive increase of trade. But, Sir, outr of
it there has come someihing more valuable
than this co-operation and communication ;
there came, as the natural result, an inter-
colonial conference of delegates from th-
great colonies of Great Britain, held here
iu Ottawa two or three years ago ; and as a
result of their deliberations, as a result of
their resolutions, as a result of the persistent
and prudent way in which these have been
brought to the attention of the British gov-
ernment, we have to-day something that
should be noted and is remarkable—the Brit-
ish government itself proposing to ask the
British taxpayer to put his hand into his
pocket to the extent of £75.000 yearly, for
ten years, to co-operate with Canada and
Australia in building up a great line of
steam communication from Sydney and
Melbourne, in the far Pacific Ocean,
across this continent, and over the At-
lantic to Liverpool and the ports of Great
Britain. But, Sir, in addition to that, the
great scheme of a trans-Pacific cable has been
discussed, has been presented to the British
government, and has so far claimed the
attention of the British government that the
Colonial Secretary has asked for delegates
from the Australasian colonies and from
Canada, fo meet in London to talk over the
possibilities and prospects of achieving that
great line of swift communication between
A}lstrﬂlasia. Canada and Great Britain. So,
er,. I say that in regard to steam communi-
cation, we have had a vigorous and consist-
ent policy, and a policy which has not only
succeeded in a business point of view, but
it has, I contend, still more succeeded in
awakening interest and sympathy in other
colonies and in Great Britain, and which is
drawing closer and closer together, on lines
of mutually helpful enterprise, all the colo-
nies, and Great Britain co-operating as one.
In addition to this we have this year sub-
sidized a most successful winter service be-
tween St. John and Liverpool, and have in
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contemplation the establishment of a direct
88. service between Canada and France.
Sir, I need not make an extended argument
with reference to the establishment, and
maintenance, and expansion of the indus-
trial life of this country. That that indus-
trial life has been established, and has ex-
panded, we have proofs on every side.

Every one who has experience dating back
to 1878, and who compares that period with
1895, knows the advance that Canada has
made in her industrial life. I wili not press
that argument a single step further. 1
merely wish to call your attention to the
result of ten years, as shown by the census
of the Dominion of Canada :

CANADIAN INDUSTRIES PER CENSUS RETURNS.

Variation.
— 18R1. 1891, i
| Increase. | p.c.
Number of establishments....................... ; 49,722 75,768 26,246 52
Capital invested.......coceeereveinnnncennnnnn $ | 164,957,423 | 354,620,750 | 189,663,327 | 114
Number of employeesS.......ocviiiniiieinnninnanns T 254,894 370,256 115,362 | 41
Wages paid........cooiiniininieiinannnienenn $ 59,401,702 | 100,663,650 41,261,848 | 69
Cost of raw material........................ . 179,929,193 | 256,119,042 76,189,849 | 42
Value of products......ccovvvveieincannnnennns ' 309,731,867 | 476,258,886 | 166,527,019 | 53

That does not take in the increase that ] teen years why the fiscal policy of this coun-
took place between 1879 and 1881, nor does | try, which has resulted in such improve-
it take in the increase that took place be- | ment and advance, should be changed for
tween 1891 and 1895, which is nearly a half | some other ? No. Is there any reason to
decennial period. These figures may be ! be found in the bases which have heen laid
laughed at by hon. gentlemen opposite. They ' down from time to time by hon. gentlemen
are in the habit of taking part of the census ' opposite as tariff and trade lines on which
that suits them and declaring it must be they think this country should mould its
relied on, and then of taking another part policy and carry on its administration ?

which does net suit them and declaring it
cannot be relied on. The same Government
was in power when the censuses were
taken, and if one part is reliable the other
part we must suppose to be equally reliable.
Hon. gentlemefi are prone to make a
point of looking over the census and
finding some small knitting works, en-
tered as a manufacturing industry to
declare that no reliance can be placed
on the enumeration. The whole argu-
ment is taken away when hon. gentle-
men examine that portion of the census
which groups industrial establishments
with reference to their output. Five classes
are given with respective output, viz..
those under $2.000. those from §2.000
to $12,000, from $12.000 to $25,000, from $25,-
000 to $50.000, and those over $50,000. From
an investigation of these five classes it will
appear that the per cent of total output
of the first class is exactly what it was in
1881, whilst the increase in the fifth or
largest class is 14 per cent greater than that
of the smallest class for the decennial
period of 1881 and 1891. Alongside of
that, put the other fact that the same system
of enumerating establishments which was
followed in the census of 1881 and 1871,
was adopted in the census of 1891, the tak-
ing of the census in each case having been
pursued upon the same plan. But if we are
not to continue the same policy, I wish to
ask myself and to ask this House the ques-
tion, why should we change ? Is there apy
reason why we should change ? Is there
any reason in the record of the past seven-

324

5 Hon. gentlemen opposite are men of many
| political faiths so far as tariff is concern-
i ed, but they are men of no steady con-
| victions so far as those same faiths are
.concerned. Hon. gentlemen opposite have
iput before this country during the
- last five years, several plans, several bases
| of operation. They have had Commercial
{ Union, they have had Unrestricted Reci-
| procity, they have had Free trade as it was
{ in England—all of these have been advocat-
led and strongly advocated by my hon.
;friend who sits opposite me (Mr.
: Laurier), and by my bhon. friend who leads
i the financial section of that side of the
t House, in so many strong, sturdy and plain
i English words ; and if there was any doubt
tin regard to the position of the last men-
itioned gentlemen, he cleared away that
: doubt two days ago when he took occasion
to reiterate his position by reading a letter
written in 1891. ‘

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Iﬁ 1892.

Mr. FOSTER. The political belief he held
| then, he reiterated as held by him now. One
i of his beliefs is this, that free trade with
the United States is of greater moment to
this couniry than free trade with all the
;'efstt oft the world, with the United States
eft out.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
hear, ‘

Mr. FOSTER. Yes; and no man knows

Hear,

better than my hon. friend that free trade
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with the United States of America is im-
possible without discriminating against the
rest of the world, and he himself has stated
it again and again. Everybody knows that
the temper of the United States even under
Democratic rule was far removed from free
trade, and under Republican rule is still
further removed from free trade. My hon.
friend as the coming financier of a possibie
new government, if hon. gentlemen opposite
should get into power, is determined, taking
his last confession, to give to this couniry
unrestricted reciprocity with the United
States, though it involves discrimination
against the mother country and every other
country. I take that as the latest confession
of the political faith of the hon. gentleman
who is to be Finance Minister, as the hon.
leader of the Opposition has stated and
who will rule and dominate the tariff policy
of hon. gentlemen opposite if they got into
power within the natural term of his life.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Instead
of the Manufacturers’ Association, as is the
case with you.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 will use that statement
before the country as a lesson which the
people may ponder over in connection with
the political faith, the political action and
electoral action took place in 18%1. Is
there any reason why we should change
our line of reasonable protection in order to
adopt any of those facile political faiths
whicih have been confessed from time to
time by hon. gentlemen opposite ? Is there
any reason for a change to be found in the
general circumstances of the world to-day ?
If in 1878 the people of this country thought
that a reasonable protection was necessary
to give them the vantage ground in com-
peting with the world and building up and
establishing industrial life in this country,
is it any less necessary to-day ? Is the
competition less keen to-day than it was in
1878 ? Are the tariff lines of the various
countries of the world lower to-day than in
1878 ? Is the tendemncy of the commercial
countries of the world changed in the direc-
tion of freer trade and lower duties ? Neo,
Sir. They have changed and are changing
in the direction of greater stringency and
~more prohibitive tariffs, and circumstances,
if they have changed from 1878 to tlis
time, are stronger to-day in the direction of
making Canada keep, for the sake of her
trade and business interests, to the line of
reasonable protection, instead of taking tle
line of free trade or of partial free trade.
Why, to-day, after the Democratic adminis-
tration had lowered the duties to a small
extent, but so far away from free trade
that they enjoy a tariff with an average of
42 per cent on dutiable articles for home
consumpticn in that country, when they had
given Canada some little better footing in
- their market by lowering to some extent
duties on agricultural products, what to-
day has happened ? A Republican majority

Mr. FOSTER.

in the House of Representatives has sent to
the Senate a Bill which proposes to raise
the rate of taxation on all those articles,
and to raise them so as to be prohibitive
as regards the introduection of the products
of Canada into the United States. Is that
a reason why we should change our line
of policy ? If in 1878 there was reason for
the adoption of this policy, in 1895 there is
greater reason that this pelicy should be
continued, and we should hold to it in
Canada.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). You say you have
abandoned it. You claim you have taken
off $6,000,000.

Mr. FOSTER. No one is so foolish as to
think that is an abandonment of the prin-
ciple of protection. When the honr. gentle-
man goes to the country and wages pohtxcal

warfare against this party and the Govern-
ment the last thing he will say is that we
have abandoned protection. The first asser-
tion and the only assertion he will make is,
that we are hide bound protectionists, and
that therefore we should be put out of
office. But there is 3 line which I think
it is possible, and I believe it is right
that the statesmanship of this country as
well as of Great Britain and other colonies
of the Empire should consider and ponder
carefully and well, and that is whether it
is not possible for statesmanship in the
colonies and Great Britain to bring about
between the <olonies as amongst them-
selves and between the colonies and Great
Britain concurred action which will be con-
ducive to the comimercial interests of beth,
and which will result in greater power and
strength. I read an article but a little time
ago in the * Nineteenth Century Review,”
in which the general question which is agi-
tating many thoughtful minds at the present
day was raised and discussed, as to whe-
ther the Empire would be able to feed itself
in the event of a war against Great Britain
which would cut off her supplies from hostile
nations. Feed itself ! Why, Sir, if statesman-
ship'is not able, practically to solve that ques-
tion, statesmanshlp must find it impossible
to solve any of the great questions, which
from time to time present themselves for con-
sideration. The Empire able to feed itself !
Yes. This article showed that 100,000,000
bushels of wheat were necessary tc Eng-
land, other than what the colonies afforded
her at the present time, in order to feed the
people of the Empire there. One hundred
millions bushels of wheat! Why, fifty thou-
sand Canadian farmers with 100 acres each,
in wheat, and raising twenty bushels to the
acre, would produce the 100,000,000 ¢f bush-
els of wheat needed by Great Britain. And,
what is fifty thousand farmers eultivating
five millions of acres, compared with the
English farmers wanting employment and
the numbers of millions of acres of good
wheat land in Manitoba and the North-west
Territories, which has not yet been scratch-
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! .
ed by the plough. Meats to the value of  of other and more formidable combinations
one hundred and forty millions of doliars,

would need to be supplied by the colonies,:

to make up for Great Britain’s deficiency,:

supplied now from foreign countries. Well,

And as to butter and cheese ; fifty thousand

farmers owning each fifty cows, amounting
to 2,500,000 in numbers, would supply butter
and cheese going far to meet the demands of

reat Britain for such supplies. And, with
the vast lands of the North-west, that is not
an estimate which cannot be reached, if
adequate means were taken to bring it

about. 8o, Sir, I might go on to amplify

this. The sugar which is necessary for the
consumption of Great Britain could be sup-
plied by the West Indies, and by the East
Indies, with the cuiltivation of the cane
lands which are now going out of use, and

behind them—slaves of the ring if not slaves
of the lamp—I say that in the course of the
almost pathetic appeal with which the hou.

) | gentleman closed his speech, he put one ques-
cattle, and horses, and pigs in illimitable:
quantity could be raised in this country.:

which by its diminution is impoverishing

the planters and the labourers of the West
Indies. That industry might again have its
period of flourishing and its reward of re-
munerative production were concurrent ac-
tion taken in Britain and the Islands. So.
all the way through. It is a problem which
only requires time and good statesmanship
to solve. And, as I said before, it is for Can-
ada, for Australia, for the other colonies of
Great Britain and for Great Britain herself
to ponder seriously and carefully ; to con-
sider whether or not, an arrangement can-
not be come to which will make the Em-
pire and its dependencies sufficient within
themselves to feed the Empire, and by doing
that add to the volume of business, and to a
mutually remunerative production. And.
Sir, the statesmanship which could formu-
late some such policy of mutually beneficial
trade would achieve an end infinitely higher
and more wide-reaching, It would evolve
from the dark foreground of the not distant
future, a national life of singular strength
and beauty, in which Canadian Britain. and
Australasian Britain. the Britain of Asia
and Africa and of the Isles of the Sea, would
group themselves in grand imperial unity :
the old enriching the new, and the new im-
parting fresh strength to the old.—through
whose world-wide realm the blood of a com-
mon commerce should mingle with the blood
of a common patriotism, whose power would
compel peace, and whose millions of happy

. people would march in the van of the fullest

freedom and the highest civilization.

It being Six o’clock, the Speaker left the
Chair.

After Recess.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mr.
Speaker, in the course of the almost pathe-
tic appeal for ancther lease of place, if not
of power—ior, to do the hon. gentleman jus-
tice, I think he, and his friends, too, fully
realize that they are mere tools and agents

tion which I shall endeavour to answer., The
hen. gentleman asked, almost with tears in
his voice and his eyes: *“ Why make a
change ? Why turn us out ? We are very
comfortable as we are—can’t you leave us
alone ?” Sir, there appears to me to be
three reasens why a change is desirable, and
I will briefly state them. First of all, Mr.
Speaker, it appears to me that every single,
sclitary promise which was made by hon.
gentlemen opposite, or rather by their pre-
decessors, to the people of Canada in 1878,
has heen utterly and signally falsified ; in
the second place, every prediction which
was made by myself, by Mr. Mackenzie and
by our colleagues on this side of the House
in 1878, as to the inevitable resuits of turn-
ing our backs on an honest; wholesome re-
venue policy, and adopting the worn-out
rags of the American system known as pro-
tection, has been fulfilled to the letter ; and,
in th~ third place, Sir, the fact of the mat-
ter is this, that the conduct and doings of
thel hon. gentleman and his colleagues, no-
tably since this House met this session, have
ccrtributed in an extreme degree to create
such a profound distrust.in the minds of
tha pecple at large—indeed, in the minds of
their own supporters—that the general con-
viction is that any change must be for the
better.

Now, Sir, with respect to the hon. gentie-
man’s speech itself. To do the hon. gentle-
man. justice, 1 am not disposed to criticise
his speech too harshiy. The hon. gentle-
man was skating over the thinnest of thin
ice, and he kpnew it. This was not an oc-
casion for a paean of exultation by any
means. This was an occasion, Mr. Speak-
er, for exposing as little of his flank as pos-
sible to the enemy ; and looking at the case
he had, I am inclined to think, that the
hon. gentleman. on the whole, conducted
his retreat—for it amounted to that, although
it was not to the lines of Torres Vedras or to
any other place of strength—

Mr. FOSTER. No, they are occupied.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. He con-
ducted his retreat, Sir, with a reasonable
amount of strategic skill. Sir, I remember
cnce upon a time hearing an eminent pro-
fessor of legerdemain—not of finance—de-

‘clare that he pever thought that he had mas-
‘tered a card trick properly until he could

play it so well as to cheat himseif ; and,
listening to my hon. friend I began to think
that he had repeated sundry of his sophis-
tries so often that he had at last come to
believe some of them himself. I may re-
mind the hon. gentleman that one of the
severest penalties which according to Hely
‘Writ can be inflicted on any people is that
they may suffer & strong delusion that they
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