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The Honourable the Speaker informed the Senate that a communication
had been received from the Secretary to the Governor General.

The communication was then read by the Honourable the Speaker, as
follows: —

GOVERNMENT HOUSE
OTTAWA

December 20th, 1956.
Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that His Excellency the Governor General
will arrive at the main entrance of the Houses of Parliament at 2.30 p.m. on
Tuesday the 8th January, 1957, and when it has been signified that all is in

readiness, will proceed to the Senate Chamber to open formally the Fifth
Session of the Twenty-second Parliament of Canada.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

LIONEL MASSEY,
Secretary to the Governor General.

The Honourable
The Speaker of the Senate,
Ottawa.

Ordered, That the communication do die on the Table.
The Senate adjourned during pleasure.

After a while, His Excellency the Governor General having come, and
being seated upon the Throne—

The Honourable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House
that,—

“It is His Excellency the Governor General’s pleasure that they attend him
immediately in the Senate Chamber.”

The House of Commons being come,

His Excellehcy the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session
by a Gracious Speech to both Houses, as follows:—

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

It is again a pleasure for me to greet you as you resume your Parlia-
mentary duties in this New Year. o
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The international scene continues to be characterized by instability in
the Middle East and in Eastern Europe,

My Ministers remain convinced of the need to maintain the basic unity
of the Commonwealth and the reality of the Western Alliance, to contribute:
effectively to the supervision of the cessation of hostilities between Israel
and Egypt under the authority of the United Nations and to the achievement.
of a lasting settlement of Middle East problems.

Visits to Canada in the last few weeks by the Prime Ministers of Ceylon
and India have been conducive to a renewed strengthening of the bonds.
which unite the peoples of the Commonwealth in their constant aim to-
cooperate in the pursuit of peace, liberty and progress.

An encouraging advance is being made, as evidenced by the latest Min-
isterial Meeting of the Council, in the development of the North Atlantic:
Treaty Organization in the non-military as well as in the military field. My
Ministers remain strongly convinced of the need to maintain the North:
Atlantic Treaty as the keystone of the defence of the Western nations.

In the Middle East Canadian servicemen, as part of the United Nations
Emergency Force proposed by Canada at the General Assembly of the United
Nations, are performing valuable tasks in the interest of world peace.

The United Nations has served to focus world opinion on the brutal
repression of the heroic Hungarian people in their endeavour to throw off
the yoke of Soviet imperialism. The vast humanitarian problems that have
arisen as a result of Soviet intervention require the joint efforts of many
countries. Through the United Nations, the Red Cross, and in cooperation
with the Government of Austria, this country is playing its part in relieving
suffering and re-settling the refugees.

The entrance into Canada of Hungarian refugees has been greatly facil-
itated and free transportation provided from Austria to new homes in this
country. Already thousands of these Hungarians have been welcomed to
Canada and we look forward to receiving thousands more during the winter
and spring. There are also substantially increasing numbers of immigrants
from the British Isles arranging to proceed to Canada this year.

Recent events have confirmed my Ministers’ belief in the importance of
seeking solutions to international problems through the United Nations and
of upholding by all practical and constructive means the principles of the
United Nations Charter. My Ministers also believe, however, that while
making every effort to achieve these long term goals, the Western nations
must remain strong and united in their defences and in their diplomacy in
order that aggressive action against them will be prevented and international
tension can be Iessened.

Excellent progress is being made in our national economic development.
Expansion is evident in every part of Canada. Rapid strides are being made
in opening up and utilizing our natural resources and in our industrial and
urban growth. Employment has reached unprecedented levels. Once again
we have been blessed with good crops. External trade was considerably
greater last year than during any previous year. Canadians in almost every
part of the country have been enjoying the benefits of this invigorating
economic climate.
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Indeed our economic expansion has been so rapid that it has put a serious
strain upon the supply of various types of labour and materials needed for
the many projects which are being put in hand. The corresponding compe-
tition to borrow savings to finance all these projects has brought about an
increase in interest rates. Increases in the volume of money and credit have
had to be carefully limited in order to check inflationary tendencies and the

financial policies of my government have also been directed to counteract
these same tendencies.

In the last few days a serious industrial dispute has led to a stoppage of
work on one of the major railways of Canada despite the use of the normal
processes of conciliation. Special efforts have been made and are continuing
to be made by my Ministers to assist the parties to reach an agreed settlement.

The preliminary report of the Royal Commission on Economic Prospects
has been received and will shortly be laid before you.

You will be asked to approve a measure for the establishment of a
Canada Council for the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, in order to
give a new impetus to the development of Canadian scholarship and culture.
In this measure you will be asked to approve an endowment for the Council
so that it may discharge its functions with the greatest possible sense of
responsibility.

Because it is important that our universities should be able to keep pace
with the increasing demands to be made upon them by the increasing number
of young Canadians, you will be asked to approve a further grant of money
to the Canada Council to be distributed by it for the purpose of assisting
Canadian universities in some of their necessary construction projects. You
.will also be asked to approve the doubling of the annual grants to univer-
sities, and the payment of these funds to the National Conference of Canadian
Universities for division by it among the recognized institutions of higher
learning.

A measure will be placed before you for the purpose of renewing
on a revised and increased basis the federal programme of grants to provincial
governments in aid of technical and vocational training.

It is proposed to recommend in the Senate the establishment of a
committee to consider what should be done to make better use of land for
agriculture and thus to contribute more effectively to the improvement of
.agricultural production and the incomes of those engaged in it.

An amendment extending the scope of the Municipal Grants Act will
be laid before you to authorize the payment of grants in lieu of taxes on
federal property in all municipalities where such property receives the normal
municipal services.

‘ An amendment to the Merchant Seamen Compensation Act will be
presented making appropriate improvements in the scale of benefits to disabled
seamen and the dependants of deceased seamen.

You will be asked to consider legislation for the implementation of a
North Pacific Fur Seal Convention.

An amendment to the Sockeye Salmon Convention Act to include pink
salmon in this international agreement will also be laid before you.
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You will be asked to consider a revision of the law controlling narcotic
drugs in the light of the report of the Senate Committee on the use of
narcotics in Canada.

A Dbill will be introduced for the purpose of continuing the Canadian
Wheat Board as the sole marketing agency for Western wheat, oats and
barley.

A measure will be laid before you to provide for the division of the
National Museum of Canada into two Museums to be known as the Canadian
Museum of Natural History and the Canadian Museum of Human History.

A revision of the Federal District Commission Act will be presented for
your consideration,

Amendments of detail to a number of other Acts will also be introduced.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to appropriate the funds required to maintain the
services and payments provided under the authority of Parliament.

Homnourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

May Divine Providence guide you in your deliberations.

The Commons withdrew.

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire.

The Senate was resumed.

PRAYERS.

The Honourable Senator Vaillancourt, for the Honourable Senator Mac-
donald, P.C., presented to the Senate a Bill intituled: “An Act relating to
Railways.”

The Bill was read the first time.

The Honourable the Speaker informed the Senate that a copy of the
Speech of His Excellency the Governor General had been left in his hands.

The Speech was read by the Honourable the Speaker.

On motion of the Honourable Senator Vaillancourt, for the Honourable
Senator Macdonald, P.C., seconded by the Honourable Senator Woodrow,
it was—

Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency the Governor General be
taken into consideration on Tuesday, 15th January, 1957.



