
Thursday, 30th April, 1891. 

T h e  Members convened were :- 

T h e  Honourable A L E X A N D R E  L A C O S T E ,  Speaker. 

The  Honourable Messieurs 

Abbott, 
A1 Lan, 
Almon, 
Armand, 
Bellerose, 
BoLduc, 
Botsf ord, 
Boucherville, de, 
Boulton, 
Boyd, 
Carling, 
Casgrain, 
Chaflers, 
CLemow, 
Cochmne, 
D e  Blois, 

Dever, Mc Kay, Perley, 
Dickey, ~WcKindsey, Poirier, 
Drummond, Mc Mil 1 an, Power, 
F l in t ,  Macdonald Prowse, 
Girard,  ( Victoria, B.C.),Read (Quintt?), 
G 1 asier , Macpherson ROSS, 
Gowan, (Sir  David  Lewis),Sanford, 
Grant ,  Merner , Scott, 
Gutvrenzont, Miller, Smith, 
Haythorne, Montgonzery, Stevens, 
ICau Lbach, Montplaisir, Sutherland, 
Lougheed, Murphy, Tasst , 
McCaLlunz, OIDonohoe, Thibaudenu, 
McClelan, Ogilvie, Vidnl. 
McDonald (C.B.), Piiquet, Wark. 
M c  Innes, Pelletier, 

( V~ctorin,  B.C.), 

T h e  H o n o u ~ ~ a b l c  the  Speaker prefiented to the  House a communication from the  
Governor General's Secretary. 

T h e  same was then 13ead by the  Clerk, and i t  is a s  follows :- 

OTTAWA, 29th April, 1891. 

SIR,-I h a r e  t h e  honou~.  to  inform yon 1hn.t 13s Excellency the  Govercor General 
will proceed t o  t h e  Senate Chamber to  formnlly open the  session o f  the  Dominion 
I'arliarnent, on Thursday,  the  30th instant, at  3 o'clock. 

I have the honour to  be, Sir,  
Your  obedient. ~ e r v n n t ,  

C'HARLXS COLVILLII;, Major, 
Governor General's Secretary. 

T h e  Honourable, 
Tile Spe:~lier of the  Senate. 

T h e  House was adjourned dur ing ple:~,sure. 

After  some t ime t h e  House was  resumed. 

H i s  Excellency the  Right  ITonourable S i r  Frederick Ar thur  Stanley, Baron 
Stanley of' Preston, in the  County of Lnncaster, in the  Peerage of Great Britain, 
Icnight Grand C1-osti of the  Most Ho~lourab le  Order of  he Bath, Governor 
General of' Canada, and Vice-Admiral of the  mme, being seated in the Chair  o n  t h e  
Throne. 



- - -- 

54 Victoria. 30 th April. 

The I-Ionourable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the  Black 
120d to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint tha t  House,-"It is His 
Excellency'b: pleasurc they attend him immediately in this House." 

Who being come, 
The Honourable Peter  PThite said :- 

The Rouse of' Commons hnve elected me  :LH their Speaker, though I am but little 
able to fulfil the impol*tant duties thus asuigned to me. 

If, in the  perfor~nance of those duties, 1 should a t  any time fa11 into error, I 
lray that  the  fault may be imputed to me, and not to  the Commons, whose Rervant 
1 am, and who through me, the better to  enable them to discharge their duty  to  
their Queen and Country, humbly claim all their ulidoubted rights and privileges, 
c:specially tha t  they may hnve freedom of speech in their debates, access to Pou r  
Il:xcellency':s pertan a t  :dl seasonnble times, and that  their  proceedings may  receive 
11,om Tour Excellency the most favourable consideration. 

The IIol~ourable thc Spealccr of this House then said : 
MR. SPEAKER,-I am coinm:u~decl Ly His Excellency the Goven~or  General to 

clecla13e lo you iha t  he iicel) confides in the duty and attachment of the  House of 
Commons to l i e r  M:~jesty's Perboll and Government ; and not doubting that  their  
lwoceedings will be contluctetl with wihdom, tcmper and prudence, he grants, and 
IIPOII :dl occniions will recognize and allow, their  constitutional privileges. I am 
commnndccl, also, to nssurc you tliat the  Commonh shd1 have ready access to  His 
I!ixcellcncy npon :dl mason:~blc occasions, and tha t  tlleirproccedings, aswell as your 
words and :~ctions, will constantly receive from him the most favourable construction. 

His  Jhcellency thc Governor General was then pleased to open the Sesfiion by 
n ~ r : x i o u s  Speech to both Ilouses. 

NonowabZe GentZemel~ of the ~S'enate : 
Gel~tlemen of tlre House of Conmons : 

I nm glad to wclcome you to  the duties of the firat Session of a new P:lrli:tment, 
which I hope will bc memora,ble for wise clelibcrations, and for measures adapted to 
t.he progress and development of the  Duminion. 

The scnson in which you are assembled has opened t~u~pic ious ly  for the  indns- 
tries of onr people. Le t  us hopc tliat their  labours may be crowned with fiwitful 
returns f'rom 1:lncl and sea, and tlmt the  great  resources of Canada may  continue to 
n m a ~ ~ t l  t,llc toil :mrl enterprise of its inhabitants. 

My atlviscrs, nr:~,iliiig t bem~e l r e s  of opportunities ~ h i c h  mere presented in the 
closing nmostl~s of last year ,  caused the  A d m i ~ ~ i ~ t r a t i o n  of the  United States to  be 
tbeminded of' the willingness of the Government of C:m:zda to join in making efforts 
for the este~lsion and development of' the trade between the  Rcpublic and the  Dom- 
inion, as well as for the friendly ad,jnal;ment of those matters of an international 
cha'racter which rem:lin unsettled. I :lm ple:lsed to say that  these represent,ations 
hare ~besnlted in :in nssulmlce th:l,t, in October nest, the Government of the  United 
States ~ 7 i l l  be p ~ q a s e c l  to ent.er on u Conference to consider the best means of nrriv- 
ing a t  n practical solution of these important questions. The papers rela'ting to  this 
subject will be laid Lef'ore you. 

Under these ci~~cumstances, and in the hope that  the proposed Conference may 
result i n  arrmgements beneficial to both countries, you will be died upon lo  con- 
sider the expediency of extending,.for the  present season, the principal provisions 
of'the protocol annexed to the Wnsh~ngton Treaty, 1885, Iruo~vn as t he  ,Wodus Vivencli. 

A difiposition hariug been manifested i n  the United Kingdom to impose 011 sen- 
go iw  ? ships eng:~gcd in the cattle trade increased safesnards for life and greater  
restrictions aga.inst improper treatment,, n careful enquiry has been made as to the 



incidents of that  trade in so far  as this country is concerned. The evidence elicited 
on this enquiry will be laid before yo:. 'While I am glad t o  1e:~rn tha t  our shipping 
is free iron1 reproach in that  regard, your attentiou will be invited to a measure 
which ivill remove all reasonable i~pprehensions of a,buses   rising in the  future in 
connection with so important a b rmch  of our commerce. 

The early co~ning  into forceof tthe Imperial Statute relati~ig to the  V i c e - A d n ~ i ~ d t y  
Courts of the Empire has made i t  necesmry t,o revise t,he laws in fbrce in Canada 
respecting our courts of maritime jurisdiction, and a inonsure will therefore be laid 
before you dcsigned to ~ w o r p n i z e  those tribun;lls. 

A Code of the Ci.imind L:iw hus bee11 prepwed i n  older that  that. branch of'our 
jurisprudence m:ly be simplitied u,nd improved, to which your best attention is invited. 

Measures relating t o  the  Forethores of the Do~ni~ i ion  : ~ n d  to the obstrilction of' 
it,s navigable waters, will be submitted to you, and you will also be asked to consider 
amendments to  the  Acts relating to  the Nor th -We~ t  Territories, to the Escheqoer 
Court Act, and to t he  Acts relatmg t.o Trade Marks. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 

The Accounts for the past year  will be s~zl~mittetl to you. The Revenue, after 
providing for thc sei-vices to which yon approl~riatecl it, has left a snrplus for the  
 work^ mllicll you designed to be carried on by Capital espcnclitnre. 

The Bbtinlates for the coming year  will be laid before y o ~ l  a t  an  early date. 

Honourcc.ble Gentlemen of the Senate : 
Gentlemen of the House of Conzmons : 

I pr:1y that  in tlle consideration of these matterb, :md in the pc~.formai~ce of all the  
labours which will devolve on you, your dcliberntions may he Divinely aided, : ~ n d  
tha t  your wisdom and patrioti-;m may enlarge the prosperity of the  Dominion, :~nd 
promote in ereley way the well-beiig of its peoplc. 

His Fscellency the Cfovernol. General was plensecl LO retiiae, and the  House of 
Cominoas wi thd~wv,  

The ITonourablc Mr. Abbott presented to the  Housc, a Bill intituled : "An Act 
relating to  PL;~ilw:~ys." 

The said Bill was rend for the  first time. 

The IIonourable the  Speaker reported IIis 1Sxcellcncy's Speech from the Throne, 
and the  same was then read by the Clerk. 

On n~ot iou of' the  IIonournlJe Mr. Abbott, seconded by the Hmourable  Mr.  
Smith, it was 

Ordered, Tha t  the  I-Iouse do take into considerntion the  Speech of His Ex- 
cellency the Governor General, t o - m o ~ ~ o w .  

On motion of the EonourdAe Mr. Abbott, seconded by the 1Ionourable Mr. 
Smith, it mas 

Ordercd, That  all the Members prebent dnring this Session be appointed a 
Committee to consider the Orders and Customs of this Hollse and Privileges of 
Parliament, and that  the said Commirtee have 1c:tve to  meet in this House, when 
nncl as  often :is they please. 

The I T o ~ ~ o u ~ ~ a b l e  the Speaker presented to the I-lonse,--The Repor1 of the Joint  
Librarians on the state of the  Liblxry of P a r l i a m e ~ ~ t ,  for the year 1890. 

The same w:is then read by the Clerk, a:, fbllows :- 

1'0 T H E  ITONOURABLE T H E  SPEAKER O F  T H E  SENATE. 

Thc  Joint Librarians of Parliament have the honour to 1-eport 3 3  follows for 
the year 1890-91. 

Several important additions h:tve been made to the  hectioa of old works o : ~  Canada. 


